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Ugandan, Rwandan Presidents Issue Communique 


EA1802073091 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1700 GMT 17 Feb 91 


[“Full text’ of the communique issued after bilateral 
talks between Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni and 
Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana in Zanzibar 
on 17 February] 


[Text] President Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda has 
renewed his government's offer to observe an immediate 
cease-fire starting tomorrow at 1000. According to a 
communique issued at ihe end of bilateral talks between 
Rwanda and Uganda in Zanzibar today, President 
Museveni also undertook to persuade the armed oppo- 
sition (0 reciprocate and observe the cease-fire. The 
communique says the two leaders also committed them- 
selves to restoring a climate of harmony, brotherhood, 
and good neighborliness between their two countries, 
especially along their common border. The full text of 
the communique reads as follows: 


President Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda and Presi- 
dent Yoweri Museveni of Uganda met in Zanzibar on 
the 17th of February, 1991 under the auspices of Presi- 
dent Ali Hasan Mwinyi of Tanzania. This meeting was a 
follow-up of the last summit meeting held between the 
two leaders at Cyanika Border Post, Rwanda, on 20 
November 1990. The two heads of state reviewed 
progress made in their efforts to find a peaceful solution 
to the conflict affecting Rwanda. The two heads of state 
renewed their commitment under the Mwanza commu- 
nique, with the observance of an immediate cease-fire 
and dialogue with the internal and external opposition 
and for the holding of a regional conference on the 
problem of Rwandese refugees. In this regard: A. The 
president of the Republic of Rwanda renewed the 
Rwandan Government's offer to observe an immediate 
cease-fire starting tomorrow, 18 February 1991, at 1000 
or earlier, as mutually agreed between the concerned 
parties. B. The president of the Republic of Uganda 
undertook to persuade the armed opposition to recipro- 
cate and observe a cease-fire starting tomorrow, 18 
February 1991, at 1000 or earlier, as agreed between the 
concerned parties. C. The two parties undertook to 
accelerate the process of dialogue as stipulated in the 
Mwanza and Gbadolite communiques. D. The two 
heads of state also expressed their satisfaction on the 
progress of the regional conference on the Rwandese 
refugees and expressed the hope that the forthcoming 
summit on the Rwandese refugees to be held in Dar es 
Salaam on the 19th of February 1991 will go a long way 
towards finding a global and lasting solution to the 
problem of Rwandese refugees. E. The two presidents 
committed themselves to restore a climate of harmony, 
brotherhood, and good neighborliness between the two 
countries, especially along their common border. 


President Habyarimana of Rwanda and President 
Museveni of Uganda thanked their host, President Ali 
Hasan Mwinyi of Tanzania, for the warm reception and 
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generous hospitality accorded them. President Yoweri 
Museveni, who returned home this evening, was accom- 
panied by the second deputy prime minister and min- 
ister of foreign and regional affairs, Mr. Paul Kawanga 
Ssemogerere, and the chairman and managing director 
of Uganda Airlines, Mr. Abraham Waligo. 


Summit on Refugees Opens in Dar es Salaam 


AB1902141691 Dakar PANA in English 1230 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, 19 Feb. (SHIHATA/PANA}—A 
summit of five eastern and central African countries— 
Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zaire—on 
Rwandese refugees, opened in Dar es Salaam Tuesday 
with a call for a durable solution to the problems of 
refugees. The meeting is being attended by Presidents 
Pierre Buyoya of Burundi, Juvenal Habyarimana of 
Rwanda, Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi of Tanzania and the Zaire prime minister, 
Lunda Bululu. Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi, who 
earlier had been expected to attend the summit, was not 
present and no immediate reason was given. However, 
Mwinyi and Moi held talks in Mombasa, on Kenya’s 
Indian Ocean coast, Monday. Also, the meeting is 
attended by the secretary-general, Salim Ahmed Salim 
and the UNHCR’s [UN High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees] representative from Geneva, Sergio de Mello. 


In his opening speech Mwinyi referred to the root cause 
of the Rwandese refugees’ problem and the recent armed 
conflict in the country between exiled Rwandese and the 
government. Mwinyi, who praised President Habyari- 
mana for his courage to resolve the refugee problem, said 
the meeting in Dar es Salaam was being held in the same 
spirit to find a durable solution to the problem. 


On refugees in neighboring countries, he urged host 
countries not to allow the refugees to use their countries 
as spring boards to attack their home governments. The 
refugees in turn had also to ensure that they upheld the 
laws of their host nation. Mwinyi said that Rwanda has 
been a pacesetter in the debate to work out ways to 
repatriate refugees home. 


The meeting continued in-camera after the opening 
session. 


Issues Communique on Rwanda 


EA1902200491 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—The leaders of five eastern and 
central African countries have stressed the importance of 
taking practical steps to bring about peace and stability 
in Rwanda. 


In their joint communique issued at the end of their 
one-day meeting in Dar es Salaam today, the leaders 
agreed to cooperate to achieve a lasting and durable 
solution to the problem of Rwandan refugees as the first 
step to finding a durable solution to the refugee problem 
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in eastern and central Africa in general. During the 
meeting the leaders—Presidents Ali Hassan Mwinyi of 
Tanzania, Pierre Buyoya of Burundi, Juvenal Habyari- 
mana of Rwanda, Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, and the 
prime minister of Zaire, Lunda Bululu—examined the 
efforts being made to solve the problem of the Rwandan 
refugees and to encourage peace talks between the Gov- 
ernment of Rwanda and the rebels opposed to that 
government. 


The leaders discussed the steps being taken to solidify 
the cease-fire, which was recently announced between 
the Government of Rwanda and the rebels opposing that 
government. The leaders called on Presidents Yoweri 
Museveni of Uganda and Juvenal Habyarimana of 
Rwanda to improve their efforts so that the fighting may 
be stopped in the near future. 


Today's meeting was a follow-up to a one-day meeting 
between Presidents Museveni of Uganda and Habyari- 
mana of Rwanda, which was held the day before yes- 
terday in Zanzibar, where President Habyarimana of 
Rwanda said his government was ready to bring a halt to 
the fighting with rebels opposed to his government. The 
fighting was to have stopped at 10 o'clock yesterday 
morning. 


Today’s meeting was also attended by the secretary 
general of the OAU, Comrade Salim Ahmed Salim, and 
the representative of the UN High Commissioner foi 
Refugees in the country. 


Union Heads Urge Maintenance of RSA Sanctions 


AB1502175491 Dakar PANA in English 1544 GMT 
15 Feb 91 


{Quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Nairobi, 15 Feb. (KNA/PANA)—African Trade 
Union leaders meeting in Nairobi Thursday appealed to 
the European Community to maintain sanctions against 
South Africa until apartheid is dismantled. A premature 
lifting of sanctions could, in fact, endanger the whole 
process towards a negotiated solution to the South 
African problem,” the unionists noted during their 
meeting in Nairobi Thursday. The unionists, drawn 
from 30 countries and representing some 600,000 trade 
unions, were in the Kenyan capital for the 10th anniver- 
sary of the International Federation of Commercial, 
Clerical, Professional and Technical Employees—Africa 
Region, (AFRO-FIET). 


Sanctions, according to the meeting, should be main- 
tained until the principle of one man one vote is estab- 
lished. The unionists regretted the delays in releasing all 
political detainees in South Africa, guarantees for the 
return of exiles to the country and the repeal of security 
legislation, describing these as obstacles to negotia- 
tions. They said that the removal of apartheid must be 
accompanied by measures to Overcome economic and 
social inequalities among the white minority and other 
races in the country. 
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African Press on Liberia, Gulf War, RSA 


AB1602135791 Dakar PANA in English 0853 GMT 
16 Feb 91 


[Weekly Press Review”—PANA headline; all quotation 
marks as received] 


[Text] Dakar, 16 Feb. (KNA/TAP/PANA)—Some 
African newspapers this week commented on peace 
efforts in Liberia, the Gulf war, economic matters and 
the possibility forming the United States of Africa. In an 
editorial on progress towards Liberian peace the 
NATIONAL CONCORD” newspaper of Nigeria said: 
Over the last eight months since the formation of the 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] Monitoring Group [ECOMOG], composition 
and operations have all been subjects of perennial con- 
troversy. 


Even as the largely Anglophone force has striven to 
enforce and monitor a cease-fire in strife-iorn Liberia, 
Francophone member countries of ECOWAS have 
repeatedly objected to its activities,“ it said. Some of 
these states, it charged, even went on to assist some 
factions in the Liberian war”. 


The consequences of this lack of consensus”™, it said, has 
meant a more difficult operation for ECOMOG and that 
differences between member-nations have all but rocked 
the very foundations of the regional economic group- 
ing’. This situation, it said, had compelled the reconcil- 
iation of community differences over ECOMOG. 


It is against this background that we welcome the out- 
come of the recent tripartite talks in the Burkinabe 
capital, Ouagadougou, between Nigeria, Burkina Faso 
and Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, it said. As a result of the meeting, it said, 
commitments by Mali and Burkina Faso to provide 
troops to ECOMOG surely constitute a major step 
towards peace in Liberia and victory for diplomacy in 
the sub-region.” It added, it is also a welcome renewal of 
the solidarity which ought properly to characterise rela- 
tions within the sub-region.“ 


Addressing the warring factions in Liberia, it said: The 
time has certainly come for these warlords to put the war 
firmly behind them, fully embrace the course of peace 
and allow the millions of peace-loving Liberians to get on 
with the task of developing the country.“ 


Other papers continued to comment on the Gulf crisis. 
The Moroccan daily L'OPINION™ saw that it called the 
tenacity of Iraq in the face of the allied attacks as a great 
victory for Arabs and Muslims”. Speaking about the US 
role in Gulf, it said today, the U.S. finds itself in an 
uncomfortable situation and before beginning the 
ground offensive, it should think hard because it will be 
facing heroes determined to fight to the end.“ 


Senegal’s LE SOLEIL“ daily newspaper was not too 
impressed with Iraqi charges that civilians were killed in 
a bunker attacked by allied aircraft Tuesday, because by 
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definition, a bunker prohibits the disclosure of its use 
and what is inside.” Thus it is surprising to see people 
shedding crocodile tears. These tears point to one thing: 
that Iraqi propaganda has replaced its diplomacy.” It 
concluded: all the precautions being taken by the allies to 
avoid civilian casualties is now being used by Iraq as a 
propaganda weapon primarily aimed at the public in 
those countries whose troops are putting teeth to the UN 
resolution.” 


And commenting on economic matters, the Kenya news- 
paper the DAILY NATION™ said that the recently- 
inaugurated African Capacity Building Foundation 
(ACBF) would introduce order to the irrational manner 
in which scarce skilled manpower resources are utilised 
in many African states. We find this latest initiative 
particularly apt, not only because it addresses the issue of 
the availability—in sufficient numbers—of skilled pro- 
fessionals, but because also it identifies and places the 
human resource at the centre of the development pro- 
cess’, the paper said. 


It noted that a fundamental flaw in past African devel- 
opment initiatives had been the choice of projects which 
benefited the population little. In one aspect, therefore, 
the ACBF is an attempt to redefine development prior- 
ities and place emphasis where it belongs—on the 
people,” it said. It added: African states can help the 
ACBF by either making monetary contributions to boost 
its capacity to identify and train African professionals, or 
by preparing exhaustive lists of available manpower 
resources and how they can be deployed.” 


The GUARDIAN™ newspaper of Nigeria, this week, 
commented on the announcement by South African 
President Frederik de Klerk to scrap the three key laws 
which underpin apartheid. It termed De Klerk’s decision 
as one of great significance”. That he stood against the 
current of a sizeable segment of white opinion and the 
fulminations of is lunatic right wing should restore 
confidence in the liberation movement about his integ- 
rity,” it said. 
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It said his announcement breaks the threatened stale- 
mate, in the past, to end apartheid brought about by his 
own earlier pussy-footedness 2nd the division and vio- 
lence among blacks.“ As such, it said the hope 1s that the 
black community would close ranks and through unity of 
action help to quicken the process and quality of change. 
Nelson Mandela’s meeting with Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
as well as the ANC-PAC [African National Congress-Pan 
Africanist Congress] rapproachemext, therefore, give 
cause for cheer and for hope.” 


The Senegalese weekly paper SOPI commented on the 
need to create a union of African states because, it said, 
Africa is on the verge of being excluded from the world 
economy and politics”. It is time to act now so that we 
are not forced to react tomorrow.” it said. Acting now”, 
it continued, means finding a way to create a mass 
popular movement that will work for the political and 
economic unity of Africa”. 


The paper's comment followed the end of an interna- 
tional meeting in Dakar preparing for the first panaf- 
rican people’s congress scheduled ror December in 
Lome. Panafricanism™, [words indistinct] no longer be 
of the militant [words indistinct] step with the realities of 
today”. 


These realities, it added, were characterised by large 
(political) groupings, and large markets“. The world in 
the 2Ist century, it said, will be at the political an? 
economical plane that it finds itself in the field of 
communications today: the global village”. Africa should 
not be divided when this happens or it msks never 
catching up,” it said. 


Thus, it went on, Africa’s sons and daughters have 
decided to meet the challenge and organise the Panaf 9! 
conference aimed at building an African political and 
economic community based on democracy, in order that 
Africa enters the third millennium as a single political 
and economic entity.“ 


We must unite to survive, there is no other cause *o fight for. 
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Congo 


ANC’s Mandela Continues Visit, Addresses Rally 


AB1902142491 Libreville Africa No. 1 
in French 0730 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The African National Congress [ANC] leader, 
Nelson Mandela, entered the szcond day of his visit to 
Congo yesterday. At a raily in Brazzaville im the 
morning, he touched on issues relating to some coun- 
tries’ economic relations with South Africa [RSA] which 
Congolese leader Denis Sassou-Nguesso said did not 
concern him. Let us listen to President Sassou-Nguesso: 


[Begin Sassou-Nguesso recording] We are among the 
leading group of countries that unequivocally imple- 
mented sanctrons against RSA although some busi- 
nessmen may think that these issues must be carefully 
reviewed. (?If there should) be economic relations 
between Congo and South Africa, I believe they should 
be frank. We already have such relations with Namubia. 
Such relations are more responsible. I am convinced that 
the day RSA stops going to the other end of the world for 
its oil, I mean, when its ships leave RSA for Pointe Noire 
to obtain oil within 48 hours, well, that day will be a 
great one. That is my belief. [end recording] 


Talks With Sassou-Nguesso; Departs 


AB1902163091 Paris AFP in French 0840 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Brazzaville, 19 Feb (AFP)}—Nelson Mandela, the 
vice president of the African National Congress [ANC], 
left Brazzaville this morning for South Afnca following a 
three-day visit to Congo, it was announced in the Con- 
golese capital. During his visit, Mr. Mandela held many 
talks with Congolese Leader General Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso on the negotiations process between the ANC 
and the South African Government and on the issue of 
sanctions against the Pretoria regime. 


At a news conference yesterday evening, the ANC vice 
president regretted the establishment of economic rela- 
tions between some African countries and South Africa. 
He particularly denounced the French-speaking coun- 
tries’ inclination toward establishing commercial rela- 
tions and called on the Europear Zconomic Community 
to maintain economic sanctions against Pretoria. 


President Sassou-Nguesso, spcaking to newsmen, did not 
exclude the possibility of establishing economic relations 
between Congo and South Africa. “If some cay South 
Africa should decide to no longer seek oil at the other 
end of the world, we would have no problem dealing 
with them,” he stated, adding, however, that “Congo 
should continue to support the struggle of the black 
people of South Africa.” 


A delegation from the South African Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs visited Brazzaville in January to study the possi- 
bilities of rapprochement between the two countries’s 
businessmen. 
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Governmeni Privxtizes Congo Sugar Company 


AB1602215691 Paris AFP in English 2140 GMT 
16 Feb 9! 


[Text] Brazzaville, Feb 16 (AFP}—The Congolese Govern- 
ment has decided to privatize Sucrerie du Congo (Congo 
Sugar Company, SUCO) by opening the share capital to 
private business, an official source said here on Saturday. 
The source said the government had made the decision on 
Friday, and had asked Industry Minister Hilaire Babassana 
to sign agreements with private partners interested in such a 
deal. One of them is Societe d’Organisation, de Manage- 
ment et de Distribution Agro-Alimentaire (SOMDIAA) of 
France, while another is the SETUCAF firm, which would 
be a SOMDIAA subcontractor. 


The government would retain 15 percent of the capital 
with private investors dividing the remaining 85 percent, 
Information Minister Colonel Celestin Goma-Foutou 
said in reporting on the government meeting. The gov- 
ernment has asked the French Central Economic Coop- 
eration Fund (CCCE) to evaluate SUCO assets. SUCO 
privatization follows a number of financial difficulties 
and operating losses. 


In another development, the government undertook to 
respect an agreement signed with Belgian group 
DAMESEAUX on sale of available assets of the former 
National Trade Office (OFNACOM), it was officially 
announced here on Saturday. The assets had been sold 
for 50 million CFA francs, and DAMSEAUX has 
already paid 350 million but has been unable to take 
over the former office's buildings in central Brazzaville, 
as they are occupied by employees demanding payment 
of entitlements. The government has now pledged to pay 
those amounts and has asked the workers to leave the 
buildings. 


Gabon 


Cabinet Orders New Elections for 5 Seats 


AB1902153891 Dakar PANA in English 1506 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Libreville, 19 Feb (AGP-GAB/PANA)—The 
Gabonese Government Tuesday confirmed the annula- 
tion of the election results in five parliamentary seats 
which were under appeal after the legislative elections in 
September and October 1990. 


The decision, which was taken during a cabinet meeting 
chaired by President Omar Bongo, confirmed the can- 
cellation of the results by the country’s administrative 
chamber. 


Affected by the annulation are two seais won by the 
majority Gabonese Democratic Party which has 64 
seats, two by the main opposition Bucherons and one by 
the Gabonese Socialist Union. 
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The partial elections for the vacant seats will take place 
on 24 and 31 March, after campaigns due to be held from 
10 to 24 March. 


On the social situation, the cabinet noted with indigna- 
tion the launching of wild-cat strikes but reaffirmed the 
right of workers to strike within the country’s multiparty 
framework. The cabinet urged the minister of health to 
continue negotiations aimed at bringing a quick end to 
the strike which has paralysed the country’s hospitals. 


The minister was also instructed to start rehabilitating 
the infrastructures of different health centres as 
demanded by the striking health workers. 


Timber Industry Facing ‘Serious Crisis’ 
AB1802200891 Dakar PANA in English 1740 GMT 
18 Feb 91 


[Text] Dakar, 18 Feb. (PANA)}—The exploitation of 
forestry preducts in Gabon, which employs about 15 
percent of the country’s workers, has been faced with a 
serious crisis for several weeks now related due to the 
international situation. [sentence as received] 


The crisis is due to the fall in the value of the dollar, 
which gave advantage to Asiatic timber, the slow down 
in the European economy, the main market of the 
African timber and the Gulf crisis. The situation has 
forced the Gabonese National Timber company, which 
has the monopoly in the marketing of timber, to ask 
timber producers to cut down their production by 25 
percent. This move, whose implementation started at the 
beginning of the year, has already caused the closure of a 
good number of workshops and the temporary unem- 
ployment of between 5,000 and 6,000 people in the rural 
areas. 


In addition, these problems have aggravated the quarrel 
between the national timber company and other pro- 
ducers who accuse it of lack of competitiveness in 
marketing the Okoume timber which it monopolises 
leaving the other timber species for them. The producers 
argue that the 18 percent marketing limit imposed on 
them is inadequate. On the other hand, the national 
company has in a year extended its delays in payments 
from two to four months. 


Unlike other African countries, Gabon doe: not have to 
worry about its forest reserves because the country is 
believed to have 300 million cubic metres of forests, out 
of which 93 percent is exploitable. Due to the favourable 
equatorial climate, a total of four million cubic metres of 
forests can be cut each year. 


Rwanda 


Rebel Forces Launch Attack, Violate Cease-Fire 
EA1902212291 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The cease-fire agreed upon in Zanzibar last 
Sunday [17 February], which came into force yesterday 
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morning, will have survived half of a day [words indis- 
tinct}. According to an authorized military source, about 
300 rebel cockroaches [inyenzi inkotanyi] today, 19 
February, at around 1200 attacked with gunfire our 
military positions in defensive positions between the 
Sabyinyo and Gahinga volcanoes. Naturally, the 
Rwandan Armed Forres counter- attacked with [word 
indistinct] and mopping-up operations are still going on. 


This act, regrettable in all aspects, takes place when we 
were hoping that Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, the Ugandan 
president, was, according to the promise he made in 
Zanzibar the day before yesterday, going to use his 
influence to convince our aggressors to observe the 
cease-fire which was to [words indistinct]. 


The act was somewhat suicidal and was perpetrated just 
as political consultations were gaining momentum in the 
Tanzanian capital in order to find a lasting solution to 
the Rwandan refugee problem and bring about peace in 
our subregion. It is, however, everyone's nght to ques- 
tion whether these were elements acting without 
Uganda's knowledge; or it might be that the rebel cock- 
roaches have decided to undermine the Dar es Salaam 
summit conference. None of the two positions should 
give them any advantages, since in any case our Armed 
Forces are kecping watch on the national borders. 


President on Refugees, Cease-Fire Offer 


EA1702105291 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 0430 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[“Statement™ by President Juvenal Habyarimana on 
Rwanda refugees on 15 February; place not given— 
recorded] 


[Text] Rwandan ladies and gentlemen, friends of 
Rwanda, I have deemed it necessary to 1ssue this state- 
ment in anticipation of the subregional conference on 


Rwandan refugees. 


As you know, the problem of Rwandan refugees started 
in 1959, following the popular uprising against the feudal 
monarchical regime, as a result of which many Rwan- 
dans established themselves not only in many African 
countries but also in Europe and America. 


From the beginning, this problem has never ceased to 
concern the Rwandan authorities who, in effect, cannot 
recall ali the solemn and repeated appeals to the refugees, 
first by the provisional government authorities and then 
those of the First Republic, inviting them to return from 
their exile in order to participate in the democratic 
construction of the country. Unfortunately, instead of 
responding positively to these insistent appeals, some of 
the refugees, nostalgic for their former feudal monar- 
chical power, became activists and propagated general- 
ized terrorist-type actin aimed at overthrowing the 
republican regime by fonve. That is why Rwanda faced 
several attacks by armed Rwandan refugee elements in 
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the 1960's, more Rwandans became refugees. Instead of 
being resolved with time, the problem became even more 
complex and complicated. 


The Second Republic, entirely committed to restoring 
peace and national reconciliation, tried to find realistic 
and durable solutions to the Rwandan refugee problem, 
counting on the understanding of the refugees them- 
selves, contributions by neighboring countries harboring 
the refugees, and the international commy nity. For some 
years now, Rwanda has been concerned about the lack of 
progress and repeatedly stated its position in favor of a 
speedy and just solution, displaying its views and efforts 
on all occasions and before all national and international 
fora. 


Negotiations were most advanced with Uganda. A joint 
ministerial committee, charged with studying ways and 
means of solving the problem of Rwandan refugees 
living in Uganda, was created in February 1989. 


At the end of this committee's third meetiag in Kigali 
27-30 July 1990—a meeting that was expanded to 
include UN High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR] 
and OAU delegations— agreec that an independent 
committee of UNHCR experts would launch an infor- 
mation and investigation campaign for Rwandan refu- 
gees in Uganda to discover their feelings about the 
options proposed to them. A study by a credible and 
impartial partner on Rwanda’s ability to absorb refugees 
was envisaged. A group of refugee representatives was to 
visit Rwanda, accompanied by the UNHCR, a visit that 
would be followed by the actual investigation. The visit 
was to take place from 27 September to 10 October 1990. 
Rwanda deeply regrets that the visit was unilaterally 
canceled, only a few days before the armed aggression 
perpetrated on | October 1990. 


The investigation which was to follow the visit was to 
find out who among the refugees wished to return to 
Rwanda for good, who wished to remain in Uganda 
where they would be naturalized, and who wished to be 
settled in another country. The results of the investiga- 
tion were to be studied by the committee during its 
fourth session in Kampala, scheduled (or (74) January 
1991. Unfortunately, and Rwanda deeply regrets this, 
the war launched against Rwanda by armed elements 
from outside the nationa! territery who wanted to take 
over power in Rwanda by armed means, torpedoed the 
whole process jointly agreed upon and aimed at speedily 
reaching permanent solutions to the problem of 
Rwandan refugees in U'gs.ada. 


Despite the war, Rwanda has unswervingly resolved to 
deploy considerable diplomatic efforts toward finding a 
comprehensive solution to the Rwandan refugee 
problem . In this respeci, Rwanda would like to pay 
tribute to all its partners and to express its deep gratitude 
for having made possible the holding of a subregional 
conference on Rwandan refugees—a positive result of 
the Mwanza, Gbadolite, and Goma summits. 
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As you know, the regional conference was prepared by 
the N’sele meeting held 17-19 January 1991, which 
brought together first experts, and then ministers of 
foreign affairs of the countries of the region. The excel- 
lence of the work carned out during the meeting deserves 
particular emphasis. Their conclusions, by pointing out 
the respective commitment of all the parties represented 
to finding longlasting and permanent solutions to the 
problem of Rwandan refugees—even if a perfect con- 
sensus was not reached on all points—zilows us to 
approach the regional conference with great confidence 
and hope. Indeed, Rwanda ha. .avested and invests all is 
hopes in that subregional summit, for the speedy and 
definitive return of peace in our region. 


In reaffirming that the Rwandan refugees problem is first 
a problem of the Rwandan Government and people and 
convinced that nobody should eternally remain a refugee 
and bequeath this label to his descendants, the Rwandan 
Government today reiterates its irreversible commit- 
ment to finding a longlasting and definitive solution to 
the problem. In this way, the Rwandan Government 
recognizes that voluntary repatriation is a legitimate 
right of Rwandan refugees and that it constitutes a factor 
of peace and reconciliation. It commits itself, in the 
spirit of its policy of openness to all political tendencies, 
to eliminate any possible obstacles which would stop the 
return of Rwandan refugees to their country of origin, 
and to guarantee their full participation in the demo- 
cratic and political processes of the country. It obliges 
itself to take appropriate measures towards facilitating 
the harmonious return of refugees who express the wish 
to do so, and to insert them in al! sectors of national life, 
with the contribution of the UNHCR. 


Beyond these commitments, Rwanda, through its gallant 
forces as represented by the national parliament, the 
National Development Council, and the National Rev- 
olutionary Development Movement [MRND)], and the 
Government Council, solemnly reiterates its offer of an 
immediate and unconditional cease-fire—which it was 
already the first to propose from the beginning of the 
hostilities—hoping that this time, the direct aggressors 
and those who support them will respect it. For this, 
Rwanda counts on a forceful intervention on the part of 
the OAU, sc that the proposed immediate and uncondi- 
tional cease-fire will be accompanied by a strict and 
objective control, to stop clandestine infiltrations and 
subsequent attacks. In addition to this, dvring a cease- 
fire respected by the aggressors, Rwarda will offer a 
general amnesty to all Rwandan refugees, who are refu- 
.<es in accordance with the 1951 UN conventions and 
the OAU conventions of 1969. 


The Rwandan Government, strongly supporied by the 
Rwandan people, as represented by its parliament, the 
MRND Central Commitee, and the Ministerial Council, 
however, deems that it would be indecent and contrary 
to any idea of a de jure state on any sincere effort to bring 
about peace in the country, at present to include auto- 
matically in a general amnesty the very people who today 
continue to wage aggression against Rwanda by means of 
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arms, [words indistinct] on the national territory. Any 
idea of amnesty in this respect cannot be considered 
unless hostilities have definitively ended and unless the 
disarmament of the rebels has been carried out com- 
pletely and unless those who supported and encouraged 
them have committed themselves to never again 
attack) Rwanda [words indistinct]. 


In the interests of a speedy and permanent return of 
peace, and the resumption of national development, the 
Rwandan Government, strongly supported by represen- 
tatives assembied in the National Development Council, 
the MRND Central Committee supplemented by the 
Ministerial Council, today pledges upon its honor to do 
everything in its power to solve the problem in the 
shortest possible time once the conditions, minimal as 
they are, have been met. 


On the other hand, and in order to facilitate the partic- 
ipation of all Rwandans in national, political, and dem- 
ocratic life, Rwanda has pledged to complete in a climate 
of « penness and in the shortest possible time, the insti- 
tutional and legal process which legitimizes the multi- 
party system demanded by the Rwandan people. 


Rwanda has at many times reiterated its position that 
the necessary legal framework, ratified by the national 
will, will constitute the most authentic guarantee of the 
full and total participation of all political tendencies 
without exception in national life. This process could be 
accelerated further, if the National Review Committee, 
which was charged with assembling the biggest national 
consen~ is on the matter, finds it opportune to make 
appropriate proposals in this respect. This was the 
promise of the unwavering commitment of Rwanda and 
of its government in favor of profound political restruc- 
turing. Any participatior in political life can only be 
possible—this being an achievement of all civilized 
societies—within a pluralistic democratic framework, 
where ballots replace arms. 


This would enable Rwandan refugees, particularly those 
living in neighboring countries, in Europe, and North 
America, all those who have something to say concerning 
the future political environment, to come to the country 
and make use of the political forum offered by the 
National Review Committee and also the national 
media. In this regard, Rwanda today launches anotner 
initiative in their favor, namely, an invitation, so that all 
the:r representatives who manage to mobilize financial 
means through organizations they aproach to this end, 
can come to Rwanda in complete safety to see for 
themselves, for some time and with their own cyes, the 
actual realities, and tell their compatriots their views on 
these problems. 


Similarly, Rwanda, by displaying its good intentions 
once more, its open mind, and its determined desire to 
attain harmonious understanding and definitive solu- 
tions which should be speedily found, relaunches the call 
to the Rwandan refugee group in Uganda which should 
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lave already visited Rwanda in the first week of 
October, to reschedule its visit as soon as possible. 


The sooner peace returns to Rwanda, the sooner Rwanda 
will have a multiparty political system enabling the most 
genuine participation of any political party which desires 
to reflect its own national political tendency, and in this 
way validate any political demand deemed relevant to its 
beliefs. The sooner peace returns, the more surely, 
serenely, objectively, and speedily justice will be opera- 
tional and judicial cases generated by the war can be 
concluded. The sooner peace and regional understanding 
are restored and conditions guaranteeing these latter 
established, the sooner also the definitive repatriation of 
all refugees wishing this will be done and the more safely 
they will be able to integrate into the country’s economic 
and political life. 


Finally, Rwanda is ready to plan other political and 
economic initiatives on condition that the precondition 
of a total end to hostilities and the full disarmament of 
aggressors, thus bringing about the return of peace and 
national stability, 1s completely realized. 


Rwanda has always considered the solution to the ref- 
ugee problem as being exclusively of a humanitarian 
nature. Rwanda condemns the use of arms, which will 
never bring about a solution to this problem. It believes 
that any political claim can only be achieved through the 
framework already open, of the democratic process of 
political pluralism which has been launched. 


Rwanda takes this solemn opportunity to make an 
urgent call to UNHCR, other humanitarian organiza- 
tions, and the entire international community to bring 
forward their much needed help for the effective realiza- 
tion of the repatria’’ on of all Rwandans who desire this, 
but the implementation of which remains in doubt as 
long as external aggressors against Rwanda, who are 
actively supported, continue to cause death and destruc- 
tion in the country. In order to provide the largest 
possible audience to all those who have something to say 
on the subject of solving the refugee problem, Rwanda 
believes that the UNHCR is in a better position to 
ensure coordination. 


For the refugees who do not opt for the solution of 
voluntary repatnation, Rwanda will work in collabora- 
tion with friendly countrics and organizations to find 
alternative solutions recognized by the international 
community. Rwanda warmly calls for the undevstanding 
of friendly countries who have generously accomodated 
the refugees for a long time. The Rwandan Government 
renews its profound thanks to them. 


Rwanda asks them to contribute to its efforts in the 
search for a longlasting and realistic resolution of the 
refugee problem by, for instance, agreeing cither to 
naturalize the refugees who apply for this cr to the 
permanent settlement of those s‘ho opt for this, by 
promoting their full integration within the societies 
which welcomed them with financial, technical, and 
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material support from the international community, 
whose participation is decisive. 


Rwanda takes the opportunity to renew its sincere and 
deep thanks to Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, president of 
the Republic of Zaire, for his endless efforts within the 
framework of the dialogue launched between the parties 
concerned in the Rwandan conflict. 


Rwanda places all its hope in the subregional conference for 
a permanent resolution of the refugee problem, so that there 
are no Rwandan refugees in the near future. For this, 
Rwanda counts upon the goodwill of all partners. Therefore, 
it counts upon the [word indistinct] understanding of the 
aggressors, that it is in their and everyone’s interest, it is in 
the interest of regional peace, and primarily in the interest 
of all refugees, that they lay down their arms and enter the 
political arena through the democratic path. 


Rwanda thanks all friendly countries and the whole 
international community that have constantly partici- 
pated in the search for a permanent solution to the 
refugee problem, for which the prerequisite is the imme- 
diate return of peace, [words indistinct] arms be laid 
down immediately and unconditionally. 


Rwanda has the pleasure to express its great appreciation 
and deep gratitude to the heads of state who will be present 
at the subregional conference, in particular to President Ali 
Hasan Mwinyi, who is generous.:y doing everything to 
organize the summit, and to the OAU and the UNHCR for 
agreeing to participate in the subregional conference, so that 
the tragic Rwandan refugee problem reaches (a satisfactory 
solution) [words indistinct]. 


U.S., Canadian. EEC Diplomats Meet President 


EA1702192291 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GAT 16 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Today was a day of diplomacy for the presi- 
dent of the Republic. Major General Juvenal Habyari- 
mana met the ambassadors of the EEC, the United 
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States, and Canada to Rwanda. The EEC ambassadors 
he met were from France, Belgium, Germany, and the 
EEC delegate. At the end of the meeting, the French 
ambassador, who was speaking on behalf of his counter- 
parts, said that the president had received the EEC 
ambassadors so they could express the EEC’s support for 
preserving human rights despite the difficult times we 
are experiencing. 


The ambassadors of France, Belgium, Germany and the 
EEC expressed their support to the head of state con- 
cerning the call he made in his latest declaration that a 
cease-fire was a condition for the success of the regional 
conference on refugees. The French ambassador also 
disclosed that the EEC had contacted the Ugandan 
president to ask him to work toward the success of the 
conference on Rwandan refugees. 


After meeting the EEC ambassadors, the president met 
the U.S. ambassador and they spoke about the regional 
conference on Rwandan refugees which is opening this 
Monday in the Tanzanian capital. The U.S. ambassador 
expressed his wish to see [words indistinct] objectives in 
the interest of peace in Rwanda and other countries of 
the subregion. The U.S. ambassador finally said that his 
country was on the EEC’s side (?in trying) to bring the 
Ugandan president to the Dar es Salaam conference. 


Later the president met the Canadian ambassador who 
told the press that he had come to reiterate to the 
president the solidarity and sympathy of the Canadian 
people toward the Rwandan people during this period of 
war. He also affirmed that his country (?appreciated) 
what the president said yesterday in his speech reiter- 
ating his call for an unconditional cease-fire. He said that 
the moves of his country, the United States, and the EEC 
countries will help the Rwandan Government convince 
the so-called opposition to take advantage of the opening 
and find a way of responding positively. The ambassador 
also commented on the structural adjustment agreement. 
[passage omitted] 
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Kenya 


Official Says Somali Refugees Plotting Coup 
EA2002115291 Nairobi THE STANDARD 
in English 20 Feb 91 p 2 


[Article by Enock Anjili: “Refugees "Abusing Kenya”] 


[Excerpt] A KANU [Kenya African National Union] 
official who is also a former MP for Wajir East [eastern 
Kenya], Mr Abdi Mohamed Sheikh, yesterday claimed 
that a group of Somali refugees loyal to their ousted 
President Mohamed Siad Barre was regrouping in Kenya 
with the hope of regaining power. “Some of these ousted 
leaders have engaged themselves in political scheming 
and conspiracies from their posh hotels and residential 
areas,” he added. 


In a statement, Mr. Sheikh noted that the group included 
“very wealthy” business associates of Siad Barre and 
were using Nairobi with hopes to regain their lost 
empire. He claimed that the group was openly calling 
meetings in their posh hotels and in residential areas at 
which they mapped out their strategies for a political 
coup in Somalia. “They dish out money lavishly to 
regain old loyalties and win new support for their grand 
political scheme,” he said. 


Mr Sheikh stated that the group was not sparing the 
Kenya Somalia [as published] in their attempt to win 
support and was also approaching them to back their 
plan. “They are obviously trying to divide our people 
just in the same lines as they had divided their country.” 
He claimed that the main actors in the crusade included 
ministers and high-ranking officials of the ousted Siad 
Barre regime, as well as a wealthy business community 
from Mogadishu which, he alleged, had already settled in 
Nairobi. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister Supvorts UN Resolutions 


EA1702140691 Nairobi Domestic Service 
in English 1000 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Kenya is opposed to a prolonged war in the Gulf, but 
supports the UN resolutions seeking Iraq’s withdrawal from 
occupied Kuwait as a basis of ending the war. The minister 
for foreign affairs and international cooperation, Mr. 
Wilson Ndolo Ayah, said this yesterday when he met the 
Russian ambassador to Kenya, Mr. Viadmir Kitayev, the 
Canadian high commissioner to Kenya, Mr. Smith, and the 
Zimbabwean high commissioner to Kenya, Mrs. Angelina 
Makwarara, in his office. Mr. Ayah said it was the earnest 
desire of the Kenya Government to see the crisis in the Gulf 
solved peacefully. 


He told the Soviet ambassador that Kenya wished the 
Soviet Union well in the current political changes in the 
country. Mr. Kitayev, who presented the minister with a 
message from the Soviet Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Aleksandr Bessmertnykh, pledged that relations between 
the two countries will be enhanced for the benefit of the 
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peoples of the two countries. The Canadian envoy, Mr. 
Smith, expressed the desire of his country to assist 
African countries, while the Zimbabwean envoy said 
Kenya has set a good example of development in Africa 
which Zimbabwe needed to emulate. 


Tinzania’s Mwinyi Pays Official One-Day Visit 


Talks With Moi 


EA1902100991 Nairobi KNA in English 1550 GMT 
18 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] [no dateline as received]—His Excellency Pres- 
ident Daniel arap Moi and President Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
of Tanzania today held lengthy private talks at State 
House, Mombasa. Later President Moi hosted a lun- 
cheon in honour of President Mwinyi and his delegation. 
In their brief remarks after the luncheon, the two heads 
of state said their meeting was to fulfill promises they 
had made to visit one another frequently in order to 
strengthen the relationship between the two sister states. 
They said the visit should not be confined to the top 
leadership and called on the ordinary wananchi [citi- 
zens] of the two countries to visit one another and feel at 
home in each other’s country. The two peoples, they 
noted, were brothers and sisters and ought to make closer 
contact even in the absence of an agenda. 


President Moi thanked his guest for the visit while 
President Mwinyi thanked President Moi for the warm 
welcome and hospitality accorded to him and his dele- 
gation. President Mwinyi said during their talks he had 
taken advantage of the opportunity to learn from Presi- 
dent Moi’s treasure of knowledge and experience in 
leadership. President Mwinyi left for home this after- 
noon. He was given a warm send-off by his host Presi- 
dent Moi. [passage omitted] 


Ends Visit, Departs 


EA1902104191 Nairobi Domestic Service 
in English 1300 GMT 18 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania left 
Mombasa this afternoon shortly after 2:30 P.M. after 
making a one-day official visit to Kenya. His Excellency 
President Daniel arap Moi was at the Moi International 
Airport to see off the Tanzanian leader. President Mwi- 
nyi, who arrived in Mombasa this morning at 10:00 
A.M., held discussions with President Moi at State 
House, Mombasa. The discussions centered on bilateral 
and regional issues. [passage omitted] 


Former Vice President Odinga Launches New Party 


AB1402145591 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 13 Feb 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Kenya’s veteran politician and one time vice 
president, Oginga Odinga, is taking the political plunge 
again. Last year he gave notice that he intended to form 


10 EAST AFRICA 


a political party in opposition to the ruling and only 
party KANU [Kenyan African National Union]. It came 
at a sensitive time, as the government resisted all moves 
toward the multiparty system in Kenya, and perhaps 
Oginga Odinga, who has been in a lot of trouble with the 
government in the past, was taking a risk. But he has 
gone ahead today and announced the launching of his 
new movement to be called the National Democratic 
Party. On the line, Robin White asked Oginga Odinga 
why he had done it now. 


[Begin recording] [Odinga] Well the new party which is 
launched means that we are introducing democracy into 
Kenya. The one-party state, which was imposed on 
people in 1982, has not actually given them the necessary 
democracy which the country needs, and we have 
already made application for registration as the law 
requires that within 28 days we must make application 
for registration. 


[White] Mr. Oginga Odinga, what do you expect the 
government's reaction to this move to be? 


[Odinga] Well as we see the whole country needs, the whole 
country’s voice wants that we should introduce multipar- 
tyism into the Government of Kenya and in the society of 
the country. And as such, the people’s voice is more para- 
mount than actually individuals or a few individuals, and so 
we hope that this will prevail in the end. 


[White] But do you honestly believe that the government 
is going to allow you to go ahead? 


[Odinga] Well there are so many things which the 
government has not allowed, but they have been forced 
to change them. 


[White] Now how many people do you have in your 
party? Is it perhaps not just a one-man band? 


[Odinga] No I will tell you that I am expressing the views 
of millions of people in Kenya. 


[White] I bet! But can you give the names of other 
prominent Kenyans who are part of your organization? 


[Odinga] That will be mentioned when we have already 
got the registration. Then I will mention them. 


[White] Do you expect people in your organization, even 
yourself perhaps, to be arrested? 


[Odinga] Well I do not think that is the normal way of 
doing this. Speaking about a second party is not a crime, 
and therefore, I cannot expect that anybody could do 
anything to me because I am just speaking what abso- 
lutely people want me to speak. 


[White] You are an old man now, Mr. Oginga Odinga. 
Would it not be better to leave these things to younger 
tr uple? 


[Odinga] Oh I have got so many younger people. They 
are the people who are behind me. 
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[White] But why not just leave it to them? 
{Odinga} I must be there in a position to lead them. 


[White] Do you still have political ambitions yourself? 
Do you still want to be the leader of [words indistinct]. 


[Odinga] Oh well, that one depends on the people. If they 
elect me, I would still very much like to lead them, but 
that entirely is on them, not me. 


[White] Are you not too old for this game? 


[Odinga] No, I am not. I feel that I am as young as any 
other person in Kenya. [end recording] 


KANU Advisor Criticizes Odinga 


EA1602152591 Nairobi DAILY NATION 
in English 16 Feb 91 p 28 


[Francis Raymond article: “Nassir Condemns Odinga, 
Advisors”’} 


[Text] The Mombasa KANU [Kenya African National 
Union] branch chairman, Shariff Nassir, yesterday crit- 
icised a clique of a few rich people whom he accused of 
brewing chaos and instability by their demand for polit- 
ical changes. Mr. Nassir named Mr. Oginga Odinga and 
his advisers, as among those misleading the public by 
calling for a multi-party system. He said the few rich 
people think that if there were changes they would get 
richer while the poor would become poorer. He told 
them to learn from what was happening in the world, 
especially in Somalia and Liberia, adding that Kenya 
would not like to see bloodshed. 


Mr. Nassir, who is an assistant minister for information 
and broadcasting, said he was surprised that Mr. Odinga, 
the country’s first vice-president, was still being misused 
by some unscrupulous masters to cause bloodshed. He 
said Mr. Odinga, who once described the late founding 
father of the nation Mzee Jome Kenyatta as “the second 
God” and later rebelled against him will never be trusted 
by Kenyans. The assistant minister said thay jeople had 
lost the respect they had for Mr. Odinga when he was a 
true nationalist and that he and “stooges” were dreaming 
to think that they will get a chance to lead this country. 
He advised Mr. Odinga to take care of his age and health. 


Mr. Nassir was addressing a press conference when he 
criticised the current issue of “FINANCE” magazine 
and its publicity on the multi-party system. 


On the formation of another party by Mr. Odinga, Mr. 
Nassir said that Kenyans would not allow themselves to 
be forced into chaos. “Odinga knows what happened in 
the old days during KANU and KADU [Kenya African 
Democratic Union]. We reject the multi-party system 
not for fear of being defeated but for the security of our 
lives and the future generations. But when the time 
comes for it, Odinga and his disgrunted colleagues will 
not get followers. We are not afraid of going for elec- 
tion,” he said. 
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On detention, Mr. Nassir said Kenya had only a few 
detainees while other countries had hundreds. He criti- 
cised the “FINANCE” magazine which, he said, was 
trying to poison wananchi [citizens] against the demo- 
cratically elected government and said it would fail in its 
campaign. 


Tanzania 


Foreign Minister on Iraqi Withdrawal Offer 


EA1702130191 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 0400 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Here at home, Tanzania has received with plea- 
sure Iraq’s pronouncement of the withdrawal of its forces 
from Kuwait. In an interview with the BBC, the minister 
of foreign affairs and international cooperation, com- 
rade Hassan Diria said, however, that Iraq’s pronounce- 
ment will only be meaningful if that country proves by 
deeds its intention to withdraw from Kuwait. Comrade 
Diria, who is in Britain to attend a meeting of Common- 
wealth ministers of foreign affairs, said the international 
force which is fighting to get Iraq out of Kuwait must 
stop attacking Iraq if that country proves it is with- 
drawing from Kuwait. He said Tanzania has often asked 
Iraq to withdraw its forces from Kuwait. Comrade Diria 
said Tanzania had been grieved by the deaths of Iraqi 
and Kuwaiti citizens following the eruption of the Per- 
sian Gulf war and that it was not at all pleased with the 
killing of Iraqi citizens who have died as a result of bomb 
attacks by the international force. 


Nyerere Calls for Cease-Fire in Gulf War 


EA1702125591 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—The former president of Tan- 
zania, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, has called for a cease 
fire in the Persian Gulf war and for the commencement 
of joint diplomatic efforts to end the crisis, following the 
announcement yesterday by President Saddam Husayn 
of Iraq that he would remove his forces from Kuwait. 
Speaking to journalists at his Msasani home in Dar es 
Salaam, Mwalimu said: Four weeks of fighting in the 
Persian Gulf should incline the leaders of Iraq and the 
coalition forces toward accepting the need for efforts to 
find a peaceful solution to the Persian Gulf crisis. He 
said President Saddam Husayn had opened the door to 
these efforts. Mwalimu wanted the international com- 
munity to accept the UN Resolutions and strengthen 
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efforts to settle the Gulf crisis by peaceful means. He 
congratulated the USSR for its efforts in seeking a 
peaceful end to the war. 


Uganda 


New Rebel Group Launches ‘Violent’ Insurrection 


AB1902133291 Paris AFP in English 1212 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Kampala, Feb 19 (AFP}—A new rebel movement 
has launched a violent insurrection in the northern 
Ugandan districts of Gulu and Kitgum killing dozens of 
civilians and abducting hundreds, villagers fleeing the 
area said Tuesday. Christiane Odiit, 37 years old and 
pregnant, told AFP she had to walk many miles (kilome- 
tres) to flee to Gulu town from Lachekochot village 
where the rebels had struck. No road transport is avail- 
able in the area because drivers fear for their lives. 


The new movement calls itself the Uganda People’s 
Christian Democratic Army (UPCDA). Ms. Odiit said 
two weeks ago government troops set food granaries 
ablaze after an encounter with the insurgents. The NEW 
VISION newspaper reported Tuesday that since the 
beginning of February at least 21 people had been killed. 
The paper quoted a commander in Uganda’s ruling 
National Resistance Army (NRA), Lieutenant Colonel 
Steven Rwabantu, as saying that many civilians had been 
killed when they attempted to flee from rebel captivity. 
He said government forces had rescued 36 civilians from 
rebel captivity during the last two weeks. 


Lt. Col. Rwabantu said the UPCDA is an offshot of the 
Holy Spirit movement of Alice Lakwena which has was 
defeated by the NRA four years ago. The rebels are 
mainly active along the border between the two districts. 
The group’s leader is Joseph Konyi, formerly of Alice 
Lakwena’s Holy Spirit Army. 


Government troops have been mobilized to deal with the 
insurgency and according to travellers from the north 
soldiers were commandeering private vehicles to travel 
to the trouble spots. 


President Museveni Leaves for Tanzania Summit 


EA1902115691 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 0700 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has left for Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania, to attend a one-day regional confer- 
ence on the problem of Rwandese refugees in the region. 
The conference is opening there today. It is being 
attended by the heads of state and Government of 
Uganda, Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Zaire. 
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Exploding Walkman Kills ANC Lawyer 15 Feb 


MB1602065891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0627 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Johannesburg, Feb 16, SAPA—A senior member 
of the ANC’s [African National Congress] legal team, 
Mr. Bheki Mhlangeni, was killed in a powerful explosion 
at his house in Soweto on Friday [15 February] night, the 
SA [South African] Police [SAP] public relations divi- 
sion confirmed on Saturday morning. 


SAP spokesman Capt. Ruben Bloomberg said Mr. 
Mhlangeni, 35, died when an explosive device in a tape 
recorder, sent from abroad, exploded shortly before 
midnight. 


“Mr. Mhlangeni, a lawyer for the ANC, received a 
Walkman, which was sent either from Lusaka or Swit- 
zerland. He apparently put in a cassette. When he 
pressed the play button, the device exploded. He was 
fatally wounded.” 


Capt. Bloomberg said the police were investigating. 


Viok Expresses ‘Outrage’ 


MB1602110291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0637 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 16 SAPA—The minister of law 
and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, has expressed his shock and 
outrage at the death of Mr Bheki Mhlangeni, who was 
killed in a parcel bomb explosion in Soweto last night. 


Mr Mhlangeni was a senior member of the ANC’s 
{African National Congress] legal team. 


Mr Vliok expressed his condelnces to Mr Mhiangeni’s 
family and said the SA [South African] Police [SAP] 
would do everything in their power to track down those 
responsible. 


He condemned the attack in the strongest possible terms 
and said it was tragic that such an incident occurred at a 
time when South Africa had moved even closer to a 
peaceful settlement of problems. 


SAP spokesman Capt Ruben Bloomberg said Mr Mhlan- 
geni, 35, died when an explosive device in a tape 
recorder, sent from abroad, exploded shortly before 
midnight. 


“Mr Mhlangeni, a lawyer for the ANC, received a 
Walkman, which was sent either from Lusaka or Swit- 
zerland. He apparently put in a cassette. When he 
pressed the play button, the device exploded. He was 
fatally wounded.” 


COSATU Calls for Investigation 
MB1602112291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0941 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Johannnesburg Feb 16 SAPA—-Reacting to the 
parcel bomb death of ANC [African National Congress] 
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lawyer Bheki Mhlangeni on Friday {15 February] night, 
COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] has 
called for a commission of inquiry with international 
representation to investigate hitsquad activities. 


Congress of SA Trade Unions spokesman Neil Coleman 
said it was tragic that a man who had devoted himself to 
investigating hitsquads and the role of the security forces 
in the recent violence should now become the victim of 
these hitsquads. 


“Time will tell exactly how Bheki came to die, but one 
thing is certain—only the CCB [Civil Cooperation 
Bureau] and other state death squads have the technical 
ability and the knowledge to execute such a murder. 


“Our question to Defence Minister Magnus Malan is: ‘Do 
you deny that the 20 per cent of the CCB who you say are 
still operating were responsible for this brutal murder’?” 


COSATU demanded the immediate resignation of Mr 
Malan and an independent commission of inquiry with 
international participation to begin investigating “the mur- 
ders committed by the death squads and the security 
forces”. 


“We also demand that (State President) F.W. de Klerk 
publicly accounts to the South African people for the 
activities of these agents.” 


Mr Coleman said Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Vlok’s reported outrage at the incident would not bring 
Mr Mhlangeni back. 


““What we want is decisive action, which we haven't seen 
from Viok, Malan or for that matter De Klerk himself.” 


Bomb Intended for Hit Squad Chief 


MB1602132491 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1300 GMT 16 Feb 9! 


[Text] It appears as if a bomb which killed an ANC 
[African National Congress] lawyer was intended for 
self-confessed hit squad commander Dirk Coetsee. 


Bheki Mhiangeni died when he pressed a button on a 
Walkman tape recorder. A powerful explosion ripped 
through his Soweto home, killing him instantly. 


Investigations by the Independent Board of Inquiry into 
Informal Repression have shown that the Walkman 
arrived at the offices of the Johannesburg lawyers for 
whom Mhlangeni worked in a return-to-sender parcel. 


It had been addressed to Coetsee in Lusaka, and the sender 
was identified as Mhlangeni. It contained the Walkman and 
a cassette titled: Evidence of Death Squads. 


Mhlangeni and Coetsee contacted each other frequently 
during the Harms comission of inquiry into politically 
motivated murders. 


Both Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
and the Human Rights Commission have said that only 
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the Civil Cooperation Bureau has the technical knowl- 
edge to prime such a device. 


CCB Invoivement Alledged 


MB1602133291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1324 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 16 SAPA—The Human Rights 
Commission [HRC] on Saturday said the parcel bomb 
killing of ANC [African National Congress] lawyer Bheki 
Mlangeni, clearly pointed towards the involvement of 
the disbanded Civil Cooperation Bureau [CCB]. 


“The sophistication of the explosive devise and the 
manner of setting the trap, bear all hallmarks of highly 
skilled and totally ruthless professional assassins. 


“Once again we see the ugly face of apartheid and realise 
with shock that there is no level of depravity to which it will 
not sink in order to maintain itself,” the commission said. 


ANC Issues Statement 


MB1602141691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1409 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 16 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] blamed “the forces of racism 
and apartheid” for the assasination of lawyer Bheki 
Mlangeni on Friday night. 


In a statement on Saturday the ANC said that based on 
the facts available it was clear “that the person or 
persons who carried out this vicious act had at their avail 
the best in state of the art assasination equipment”. 


Since there was evidence to suggest that the package was 
originally addressed to former police Captain Dirk Coet- 
zee, the ANC said it was clear that Mr Coetzee was the 
primary target; the use of Mr Mlangeni’s name and the 
address of his law firm on the package were designed to 
allay any fears Mr Coetzee may have had. 


“We have no hesitation in saying that those who carried out 
this crime targeted both Coetzee and Comrade Bheki Mlan- 
geni because of their work in exposing the activities of the 
CCB [Civil Cooperation Bureau], the hit squads and 
assasination gangs in the employ of the Pretoria govern- 
ment.” 


The ANC said Mr Mlangeni’s murder showed the urgent 
need for the dissolution of hit squads and the suspension 
of the activities of counter-insurgency units. 


“We demand that this murderous deed be investigated 
with vigour and its perpetrators be brought to justice,” 
the statement said. 
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Police Launch Investigation 


MB1602182091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1808 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 16 SAPA—An in-depth investiga- 
tion is being carried out by police into Friday night's 
assassination of ANC [African National Congress] 
lawyer Bheki Mlangeni. 


A police statement issued on Saturday said everything 
possible was heing done to “solve this heinous crime”. 


Police have established that Mr Mlangeni told his wife 
on Friday night that he wanted to play a tape he had 
received from another country. He turned down his 
wife’s request that the family listen to it as well. 


The police said he was listening to the tape on a 
Walkman when the explosion occurred. 


An urgent appeal was made by police for people with any 
information to come forward. The police in particular 
wanted to speak to anyone who handled the parcel. 


Police pointed out two questions they said needed 
answering, namely why did Mr Mlangeni take the parcel 
home if it was not sent by him (it was marked return to 
sender), and why did he not allow his wife to listen to the 
tape with him? 


The statement said that police experts were at the scene 
investigating all possible clues, and that an ANC request 
to have a member of the ANC present during the 
investigation had been granted. 


Police Criticized on Investigation 


MB1702124691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1150 GMT 17 Feb 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 17 SAPA—Police could not 
comment on Sunday about allegations of hit-squad 
involvement in Friday night’s death of ANC [African 
National Congress] lawyer Bheki Mlangeni. 


Mr Mlangeni (32) died at his Soweto home when explo- 
sives hidden in the earphones of a Walkman cassette 
player blew up when he switched it on. 


Approached on Sunday morning by SAPA for comment 
on charges of hit-squad involvement, a police liaison 
officer said: 


“Investigations are in an early stage. 


“We are trying to trace the perpetrators. At this stage it is 
too early to speculate. We don't have answers at this stage.” 


The charges were levelled by the ANC, National Associ- 
ation of Democratic Lawyers, the Human Rights Com- 
mission, and the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions. 
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The cassette tape Mr Mliangeni had found in the 
Walkman parcel and was about to listen to, was labelled: 
“Evidence of Hit-Squads.” 


Meanwhile, in London former self-confessed police hit- 
squad member Dirk Coetzee, for whom the booby- 
trapped package was initially intended, was shocked 
when told of his lucky escape and saddened by the death 
of his ANC-lawyer friend. He slammed Mr Mlangeni’s 
death as having all the hallmarks of a hit-squad job. 


The explosives-laced Walkman was sent to Mr Coetzee 
in Lusaka in May last year. But fate decreed he would 
never take delivery of it. 


It took three months to reach Zambia from Johannes- 
burg. According to Sunday newspapers who interviewed 
Mr Coetzee in London on Saturday, he was informed in 
August of the parcel waiting for him at the Lusaka post 
office. But he was staying at a motel 8km out of town and 
had no transport. 


Two months, later, in October, while en route to the 
Lusaka airport to fly to London with his two young sons, 
he stopped at the post office to collect the parcel. 
However, because of high duty charges he was asked to 
pay, he refused to take delivery. 


If he had, THE SUNDAY TIMES speculated, he would 
probably have triggered the bomb either in the car, or on 
the Zambian Airways flight to London. He flew to 
London to testify against Gen Lothar Neethling in the 
VRYE WEEKBLAD case. 


The newspaper also quoted Mr Coetzee as saying he had 
been suspicious when he saw the parcel, supposedly sent 
to him by Mr Mlangeni, as he had not asked for a 
Walkman to be sent to him, nor had Mr Mlangeni 
informed him he was sending it. 


He said he had asked the ANC cadre with him at the 
time to warn Mr Mlangeni about the parcel being 
returned to Johannesburg, but this was never done. 


Calling the perpetrators hooligans, Mr Coetzee was 
enraged that his would-be killers had thought they could 
wipe him out with such an old trick. 


Azapo Issues Statement 


MB1702142491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1342 GMT 17 Feb 91 


[Text] Pietersburg Feb 17 SAPA—The Azanian People’s 
Organisation (Azapo) has expressed anger, shock and 
dismay at the death by a “radio bomb” of ANC [African 
National Congress] lawyer Mr Mlangeni. The general 
secretary, Mr Don Nkadimeng, said the name of Mr 
Mlangeni would undoubtedly join “the already long list 
of unsolved murders committed since the system 
embarked on extra judicial executions”. 


It would be extremely naive to expect the pronounce- 
ments by law and order minister, Mr Adriaan Vlok, of 
thorough investigation to suddenly reveal the killers, 
Azapo said. 


“Like in the murders of the Mxenges, the Rebeiros, Tiro, 
Mthuzi Ka Shezi, Rick Rurner and David Webster, 
Bheki Mlangeni’s murderous are virtually assured of 
immunity from arrest and prosecution”, Azapo said 
[sentence as received]. 


The organisation extended its condolence to the Mian- 
geni family and the ANC. 


Police Rule Out ANC ‘Involvement’ 


MB1802150991 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 18 Feb 91 p 1 


{Report by Theo Rawana: “Police Bar ANC From Bomb 
Inquiry”] 


[Text] Police yesterday ruled out any ANC [African 
National Congress] involvement in investigations into 
the killing of ANC lawyer Bheki Mlangeni in a bomb 
blast on Friday [15 February]. 


Mlangeni died at his Jabulani, Soweto, home when a 
miniature bomb exploded in a portable cassette player's 
earphone. 


The casette player was posted to self-confessed hit squad 
member Dirk Coetzee, but was set to Miangeni, whose name 
was on the parcel as the sender, after Coetzee refused to pay 
extra duty to receive it at a Lusaka post office. 


SAP [South African Police] spokesman Maj Reg Crewe 
said yesterday permission had been granted for an ANC 
representative to be present when police investigated the 
incident at the Mlangeni home on Saturday night. 


Asked if the ANC would be represented at subsequent 
investigation, Crewe said: “The investigation is a police 
matter, and there is no question of any other party 
getting involved.” 


ANC spokesman Gil! Marcus asked yesterday: “What 
harm would the presence of our lawyers have?” 


She said the ANC would enswre that there was a full 
exposure of death squads, which it believed to be respon- 
sible. 


Crewe said police had no evidence linking Mlangeni's 
death to any hit squad. 


Minister Says Group Areas Act Prosecutions End 


MB1902161391 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1552 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Parliament Feb 19 SAPA—Public prosecutors 
had been instructed to withdraw all pending prosecu- 
tions under the Group Areas Act [GAA] in the light of 
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President F.W. de Kierk’s announcement that the legis- 
lation would be repealed during the current session of 
Parliament, the minister of justice, Mr Kobie Coetsee, 
said on Tuesday [19 February]. 


Replying to a question by Mr Lester Fuchs (DP [Demo- 
cratic Party] Hillbrow), Mr Coetsee said 67 people were 
prosecuted for GAA contraventions during 1989 and ten 
during 1990. 


Attorneys-general had indicated that there would be no 
further prosecutions under the act. 


Activist Group Applauds End 


MB2002135091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1326 GMT 20 Feb 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 20 SAPA—The Actstop pres- 
sure group has welcomed the government's decision to 
halt prosecutions under the Group Areas Act. 


In a statement issued on Wednesday [20 February], 
Actstop Publicity Secretary Mr Cas Coovadia said “this 
long overdue admission about the immoral nature of this 
legislation vindicates the valiant struggles of the 
oppressed who have invalidated the Group Areas Act 
through their own actions”. 


“We now appeal to the government to ensure that the 
scrapping of the Group Areas Act will be of significance 
to the majority of our people, particularly those who 
have suffered under this legislation.” 


However, the organisation warned that the mere aboli- 
tion of the act would mean little to black people. 


“The demise of the Group Areas Act must be accompa- 
nied by an immediate availability of land, the use of 
previously-designated ‘buffer’ areas for residential devel- 
opment, and innovative ways of making housing acces- 
sible to the poor and homeless. 


“We also appeal to the government, particularly the 
Johannesburg city council, to address the plight of thou- 
sands of black people in Johannesburg. Some form of 
rent control and/or subsidisation must be instituted to 
ensure affordable rentals for flats occupied by people in 
the inner city’ area.” 


Mr Coovadia said legislation should be introduced to afford 
protection to tenants from exploitative rentals and other 
forms of harassment from unscrupulous landlords. 


Standards should be revised to account for changed 
residential patterns in the city. Such standards should 
ensure adequate health and safety, but should not 
exclude people from from residence in the city. 


“Actstop would be willing to meet with the Johannes- 
burg city council to address some of these issues,”” Mr 
Coovadia said. 
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Commonwealth Committee on RSA Meets in London 


Mbeki Urges Sanctions Maintenance 
MB1602193491 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1845 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] The ANC’s [African National Congress] 
spokesman on foreign affairs, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, has 
urged the Commonwealth Committee on Southern 
Africa to make no concessions for South Africa, and to 
maintain sanctions. 


The committee was meeting in London to discuss calls 
by Britain and Australia for the gradual lifting of sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 


Officials said the nine countries represented on the 
committee—Australia, Canada, Guyana, India, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Tanzania, Zambia,and Zimbabwe— 
were divided over the issue, and that there was little 
prospect of a change of policy. 


It is expected that the committee will draw up a schedule 
for progressively lifting sanctions over six months once 
actual negotiations between the ANC and the South 
African Government get un’ way. 


Decision Made | Wlaintain Sanctions 


MB1702061591 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2126 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[By Mark van der Velden] 


[Text] London Feb 16 SAPA—AIl the Commonwealth's 
sanctions against South Africa will stay in place until 
President F.W. de Klerk turns his promises of reform 
into concrete action, Commonwealth foreign ministers 
who met in London to discuss latest moves away from 
apartheid decided on Saturday [16 February] night. 


The only hint of possible relaxation towards the end of 
the year was on sporting links, where the nine foreign 
ministers pledged to consider—at their next meeting in 
New Delhi after April 30—specific proposals to the 
Commonwealth summit in October in Harare to allow 
ties with fully racially integrated sports codes. 


The committee on southern africa, included his promise 
to scrap the remaining apartheid laws, but made clear it 
was making no moves now to relax sanctions. 


“We think there is a very important change in the 
attitude and will of the SA [South African] Government 
(but) what we want now is actual, concrete progress,” 
committee chairman and Canadian Foreign Minister Joe 
Clark said at a press conference afterwards. 


“If one talks of rewards, we will reward afterwards,” he 
said. 


It was apparent after the meeting that pressure from 
Britain and Australia on the Commonwealth to relax at 
least sporting and cultural bans was being rejected. 


16 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Mr Clark said Britain’s isolated view within the Com- 
monwealth needed no elaboration. 


The call from particularly Australian Premier Bob Hawke 
ON sporting ties was being responded to ir terms of the firm 
commitment to meet again after April §) and consider 
proposals to the Commonwealth summit in October. 


In a joint communique the committee said: “Sanctions 
which have occurred to date, and will go on being crucial 
if the destruction of apartheid is to be ultimately assured. 


“(The) firm view was that it was crucial to maintain 
sanctions pressure through all stages of that process up to 
and including the adoption of a new constitution.” 


Laying out an apartheid-dismantling checklist for Mr de 
Klerk, in terms of which sanctions pressure would be 
maintained by a “programmed management approach,” 
the committee undertook to consider a suitable response 
at the New Delhi meeting if the conditions were met. 


“Ministers agreed that, while it was not yet time to lift 
sanctions, the most effective way of securing these objec- 
tives in the crucial months ahead would be for sanctions 
pressure to be maintained by a programmed management 
approach, relating any change in the application of sanc- 
tions not to mere statements of intention, but to the adop- 
tion of real and practical steps in the destruction of apart- 
heid.”” 


According to the checklist, sanctions should stay until the 
obstacles to negotiation had been removed, namely the 
release of remaining political prisoners, clearance of the way 
for exiles to return home, the review and repeal of repressive 
security legislation, and the actual scrapping of the Group 
Areas, Land and Population Registration Acts. 


“When these conditions have been fulfilled, this com- 
mittee will meet again after April 30, in New Delhi to 
consider the appropriate response.” 


Furthermore, the most important forms of pressure on 
the SA Government are sanctions including lending by 
institutions like the International Monetary Fund— 
“should not be modified until some further major step 
has been taken down the path of constitutional reform.” 


The ministers suggested this major step could be the estab- 
lishment of an interim government, a constituent assembly, 
or some other agreed constitution-making process marking 
the commencement of final negotiations, including any 
other form agreed by the multi-party conference. 


On sports ties, the ministers said it was right that those 
sports codes which achieved unity should be recognised 
by the international community, and agreed to continue 
to be guided on this by the views of “representative 
non-racial sporting organisations 


“The committee agreed it was important that the inter- 
national community—governments no less than interna- 
tional sports federations—respond collectively and 
appropriately to developments in South African sport, 
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and in particular to the wishes of the non-racial sports 
movement whose work has been greatly aided by the 
sports boycott. 


“Taking accc unt of these developments, the committce 
agreed to present to the Harare heads of government 
meeting further specific proposals by which the Com- 
monwealth can continue to encourage non-racial sport.” 


Australian Foreign Minister Gareth Evans, who did not 
attend the press conference, was more upbeat after the 
meeting, indicating a more realistic approach to South 
Africa was being adopted by the Commonwealth and 
hinting action to reestablish some sporting ties could 
begin as early as May. 


In their words of welcome to Mr de Klerk’s promise to scrap 
the last apartheid laws, the ministers also took particular 
note of his “Manifesto for a New South Africa’. 


They agreed “these developments were a substantial 
progress on the situation since the last committee 
meeting in Nigeria in May last year’’. 


“When implemented in full, and taken together with the 
measures introduced by the government in February 
1990 (these steps) would constitute a major advance 
towards the ending of apartheid. 


“Notwithstanding these welcome developments, minis- 
ters noted there had as yet been very little change on the 
ground and that there had been more promises than 
concrete action by the SA Government.” 


Mr Clark firmly rejected a suggestion during the press 
conference that the Commonwealth was becoming irrel- 
evant because it was not responding appropriately to Mr 
de Klerk’s reforms while other world organisations and 
individual countries, even those in Scandinavia, were 
opening up to South Africa again. 


“On the contrary, the Commonwealth is wholly relevant,” 
he said, citing the organisation's programmes of socio- 
economic development for a post-apartheid South Africa. 


Also rejected was another suggestion that the committee 
meeting had allowed its decision to be influenced only by 
the ANC [African National Congress], whose foreign 
affairs director, Thabo Mbeki, briefed ministers for a 
number of hours on Saturday. 


Mr Clark was asked why only the ANC had been invited to 
make representations to ‘he meeting, and not Inkatha, the 
Pan Africanist Congr SA Government which was 
engaged in attemptin; relationship with the ANC, 
which was in turn engag alogue and establishing links 
with other black organisations in South Africa. 


The SA Government's views had been taken into 
account via Canada’s ambassador to South Africa, who 
held talks with government ministers last week and 
attended the London meeting. 
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The British Anti-Apartheid Movement welcomed the 
decision to maintain sanctions and said the committee 
had adopted a “most constructive and realistic approach 
which is relevant to the international community”. 


Commentary on Commonwealth's Stand 


MB1902190191 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1555 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Station commentary: “Sanctions Against South Africa”) 


[Text] The British Government has voiced its disap- 
pointment about the decision of the Commonwealth's 
foreign ministers committee to not yet lift sanctions 
against South Africa. 


According to diplomatic sources the preventing of the 
lifting of sanctions was as a result of the influence of 
South Africa's three neighbors in the nine-member com- 
mittee, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. According to 
the London-based diplomats, these southern African 
Commonwealth governments are shortsighted in their 
approach. They are supporting the negative strategy of 
South Africa's African National Congress, which is 
against the lifting of sanctions while at the same time 
depriving South African blacks and their own people at 
home of new development opportunities. 


According to the diplomats, Zimbabwe, Zambia, and 
Tanzania are also frightened that a South Africa free of 
sanctions and other punitive measures will totally dom- 
inate them. They fear that the money they are still 
receiving from the industrial countries will be channeled 
to South Afinca and will leave them wanting. Nothing 
can be further from the truth. Development in South 
Africa is bound to bring new opportunities to her neigh- 
bors as well. Mozambique is at present such a case. It has 
broadened its economic ties with South Africa since 
scrapping communist socialism, and today, even during 
difficult, economic times worldwide, South Africa is 
already the fourth biggest investor in Mozambique. The 
same is certain to happen when sanctions are lifted by 
the other neighbors of South Africa, so there is no sense 
in continuing to be stubborn supporters of unrealistic 
measures. 


However, South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha is 
optimistic about the Commonwealth ministers’ discus- 
sions. He says they are at least progressing in the right 
direction by welcoming the South African state presi- 
dent, Mr. F.W. de Klerk’s, latest announcement that the 
last apartheid laws are to be scrapped within the next few 
months. The Australian foreign minister, Mr. Gareth 
Evans, also feels that the first sanctions may go in May. 


Meanwhile, African leaders would do well to realize that 
President de Klerk is in fact moving faster and going 
further than he indicated late last year in scrapping all 
that remains of apartheid during the next few months. 
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President’s Office Confirms De Klerk UK Visit 


MB1302194491 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1845 GMT 13 Feb 91 


[Text] The office of the state president has confirmed that 
Mr. F.W. de Klerk will visit Britain soon to address a 
convention of the Institute of Directors in London. It's 
reported from London that he will address the convention 
on 23 April in the Royal Albert Hall in the British capital. 


A statement issued by the state president's office said 
there had been contact between the South African and 
British Governments to arrange a meeting between the 
British prime minister, Mr. John Major, and Mr. de 
Klerk during his visit to Britain. 


This follows an open invitation by Mr. Major to the state 
president. 


UK Minister Chalker Arrives on Working Visit 


MB1102070291 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 11 Feb 91 


[Text] The British minister for overseas development, 
Mrs. Lynda Chalker, has arrived in Cape Town on a 
three-day visit to South Africa. She will meet the state 
president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk; a wide range of political 
and community leaders; and several political organiza- 
tions including the ANC [African National Congress], 
the Inthatha Freedom Party, Azapo [Azanian People’s 
Organization], and the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress]. 


Mrs. Chalker told newsmen that she planned to look into 
ways to increase British aid to disadvantaged South 
Africans through education, community development, 
and self-help projects. She will also visit British-assisted 
projects in the Cape Province and the Transvaal. 


Mrs. Chalker, who was met on her arrival by the British 
ambassador to South Africa, Sir Robin Renwick, has also 
visited Namibia and Mozambique. Before leaving 
Mozambique Mrs. Chalker announced that this year the 
British Government would provide 10,000 tonnes of 
extra food aid to Mozambique and 5,000 tonnes of food 
for Mozambican refugees in Malawi. 


Announces Educational Aid 


MB1102100691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0917 GMT 11 Feb 91 


[Text] Cape Town February || SAPA—British scholarships 
for black University of Cape Town [UCT] students are to be 
more than doubled to 145, the visiting British deputy 
minister of foreign affairs and overseas development, Mrs 
Lynda Chalker, said on Monday [11 February]. 


She also announced an increase, to 40, in the number of 
awards to Cape Town's Peninsula Technikon [technical 
school]. Mrs Chalker made the announcements during 
visits to the institutions’ two principals on Monday 
morning at the start of a three-day visit to South Africa. 
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During her visit she will meet government and extra- 
parliamentary leaders to discuss British funding of edu- 
cational and social upliftment programmes. She will also 
hold discussions concerning the return of South African 
political exiles. 


She told the vice-chancellor of UCT, Dr Stuart Saunders, 
that 10 of the additional awards will go to black students 
in the medical faculty. 


She paid tribute to the university and the performance of 
the black students on the British awards scheme where 
54 out of 60, or 90 per cent, passed their exams. 


“We are particularly pleased that so many on the awards 
scheme have done so well,” she said. 


“This is a reflection of the tremendous work the univer- 
sity has done to meet our requirement that students 
receive academic support during their first year at UCT 
to make up the deficiencies black students experience in 
the secondary system.” 


The awards cover the full cost of up to five years of 
under-graduate study. 


Students are required to follow a course of academic 
support while being allowed extra time to complete a 


degree. 


Mrs Chalker also paid tribute to the Peninsula Technikon 
and told its principal, Mr Franklin Sonn, it had led the way 
towards non-racial technical education in South Africa. 


“The new South Africa will need technically-skilled people 
at least as much as new graduates and Britain attaches great 
importance to supporting technical education.” 


Here too the first group supported had delivered a 90 per 
cent pass rate. 


Britain would be providing a total of 60 awards for black 
technikon students in 1991 of which 40 would go to the 
Peninsula Technikon and 20 to the Port Elizabeth Tech- 
nikon. 


After her meetings Mrs Chalker met the Cape provincial 
administrator, Mr Kobus Meiring, for lunch. 


She is scheduled to hold talks with the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, and the state president, Mr F.W. 
de Klerk, later today. 


93,000 Rand Donated to Handicapped 


MB1202152491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1458 GMT 12 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg Feb 12 SAPA—Britain will pro- 
vide R{rand}93,000 this year to the Disabled People of 
South Africa [DPSA], a new organisation run by disabled 
people and aimed at giving members the confidence and 
skills necessary to cope with their disability and become 
financially self-reliant. 
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British Development Minister Mrs Lynda Chalker 
announced the grant during a visit to the Self Help 
Association for Paraplegics (SHAP) in Sowetw on 
Tuesday [12 February]. 


Mrs Walker told SHAP’s chairman, Mr Friday Mavuso, 
who is a founder member of DPSA and a paraplegic 
himself, that the grant would enable the DPSA to bring 
disabled people into contact with one another and run 
training courses for group leaders. [passage omitted] 


3 Million Rand Pledged for Projects 
MB1302133291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1304 GMT 13 Feb 91 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 13 SAPA—Britain will be alio- 
cating an additional R{rand]! million a year for three 
years for rural development projects in South Africa. 


The British Embassy in Cape Town said in a statement 
that British Overseas Development Minister Lynda 
Chalker made this 2nnouncement at a meeting with Mrs 
Ina Perlman and Mr Mpho Mashinini of Operation 
Hunger on Wednesday [13 February]. 


The new assistance is designed to help Operation Hunger 
support small scale black farms on newly available land 
and to expand its support for self-help projects in the 
rural areas. 


“The British aid would cover start-up costs for new farms 
and self-help projects sucha as market gardening, sewing 
and craft work, basic business training for black farmers and 
practical support for Operation Hunger to build up still 
further its technical and managerial expertise.” 


Mrs Chalker said she was delighted with the success ot 
British support, channelled through Operation Hunger 
over the past three years, for self-help projects in the 
eastern Cape and Natal. 


Britain has provided R150,000 a year for the past three 
years for self-help projects in rural areas of the eastern 
Cape and Natal. 


It has also contributed R 320,000 for emergency relief for 
people made homeless by the violence in Natal and on 
the East Rand. 


Comments Educational Desegregation 


MB!302163291 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 13 Feb 91 


[Text] The British Foreign Office minister responsible for 
Africa and overseas development, Mrs. Lynda Chalker, says 
the South African Government's decision to open about 200 
formerly white schools to pupils of all races is a very 
important breakthrough in desegregating state schools. 


Presenting a donation of | million dollars to a college at the 
black town of Mamelodi, near Pretoria, Mrs. Chalker said 
the decision would pave the way to better race relations 
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among young South Africans. She said the British Govern- 
ment looked forwzd to the development of a unified, open 
State school system in South Africa, but, even when that 
happened, it would not in itself transform conditions in the 
thousands of primary and secondary schools at black towns 
and in the rural areas. Mrs. Chalker said what was desper- 
ately required at those sc.ools were better facilities and 
above all, better trained teachers. 


Meets With Mandela on Sanctions 


MB1302165591 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1606 GMT 13 Feb 91 


[By Guy Rogers] 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 13 SAPA—British Develop- 
ment Minister Lynda Chalker will return home to tell 
UK industrialists that there is a determination in South 
Africa to progress and to share. 


Addressing reporters at a Johanne_burg news conference 
on Wednesday [13 February], Mrs Chalker said her 
meeting with ANC [African National Congress} Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela an hour earlier had been an 
extremely friendly one. 


Asked about her views on the angry rejection by Mr 
Mandela of the EC’s indication that it will soon begin 
lifting sanctions, Mrs Chalker was conciliatory. “His 
statement was not so much ‘unhelpful’, as not under- 
standing...” she said in reply to this suggestion. 


Mr Mandela had indicated that he wished to take a 
delegation to speak to the European Community on this 
issue, and this would be welcomed. Mrs Chalker said she 
was sure that once the reasons for the EC's decision had 
been detailed to Mr Mandela, goodwill would see the 
matter resolved. 


The British minister also met senior government repre- 
sentatives, including State President F.W. de Klerk, 
during her three-day visit. “I have absolutely no doubt 
they are determined to make progress,” she said. 


Having toured Cape and Witwatersrand townships during 
her visit, Mrs Chalker said she had come away with one 
overwhelming impression. “Throughout, I found there was 
an urgent need for jobs and job training.” 


She has dispensed promises of considerable aid, 
including R{rand]2.5 million worth of assistance to the 
Promat teacher training college in Mamelodi, R! million 
a year for three years to rural development and R93,000 
to Disabled People of South Africa. Her government will 
also finance some 1,200 disadvantaged South Africans 
towards a tertiary education. 


Asked about how this and previous British aid was 
channeled, she said none of it went through the SA 
{South African] Government—‘‘we're trying to get 
money to people deprived for so long by the govern- 
ment,” she said. 
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Apart from her meeting with Mr de Klerk and Mr 
Mandela, Mrs Chalker also met Inkatha Freedom Party 
National Chairman Frank Mdalose and representatives 
of the Pan Africanist Congress and the Azanian People’s 
Organisation. “They know they must work for tolerance, 
which is not easy,” she said. “I am really encouraged. 


“You're just going to have to get used tc hearing good 
news out of South Africa.” 


Addresses Newsmen on Saactions 


MB!402063991 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 14 Feb 91 


[Text] The British minister for overseas development, Mrs. 
Lynda Chalker, has expressed the hope that the state presi- 
dent, Mr. F. W. de Klerk, and the deputy president of the 
ANC [African National Congress], Mr. Nelson Mandela, 
would soon call on the world to invest in South Africa. 


Speaking at a news conference in Johannesburg at the end of 
her visit to South Africa, Mrs Chalker said investment was 
needed urgently to fulfil the needs of housing, education, 
training, and industrial development. 


Mrs. Chalker said an ANC delegation was welcome to 
hold talks with the European Community [EC] to discuss 
the EC's decision to lift sanctions against South Africa. 


She said she was convinced that once the reasons for the 
EC's decision had been explained to Mr.Mandela, the 
difference of opinion would be resolved by goodwill. 


DP Urges Investigation Into 10 Feb Bus Ambush 


MB1502154691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1409 GMT 15 Feb 91 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 15 SAPA—Four Democratic 
Party [DP] MPs {members of Parliament] have urged the 
State president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, to immediately 
institute an inquiry into the events at Gezubuso and 
kwaShange in Natal on Sunday, February 10. 


Pierre Cronje, Mike Tarr, Wessel Nel and Rob Haswell 
said in a statement on Friday that, from their investiga- 
tions, it was clear early media reports of the incidents 
were misleading and added to the tension in Natal. 


This could seriously undermine the recent joint efforts 
by the Inkatha Freedom Party and the African National 
Congress to work for peace in the region. 


“We believe that such a commission will assist in guiding 
both organisations and the police to devise more effec- 
tive ways in preventing such incidents. 


“The overriding impression created of two buses shot up 
by high-powered rifles in a well-laid ambush is simply 
not borne out by the facts: 


— “the buses did not return on the planned route which 
was followed that morning; 


20 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


—‘only one bus shows three clear marks left by small 
calibre bullets which did not pierce the outer skin; 
—*some windows may have been shattered by bullets but it 
is clear that the deaths occured outside the bus in a 
shootout after people had alighted from the bus and some 
were then left stranded when the buses sped cf; 

—“police reports indicate that Ri rifles and shotgun 
cartridges were found on the scene, but these weapons 
were evidently not used to fire at the buses.” 


The MPs added: “A police escort through an area which 
is a known flashpoint might have prevented this tragic 
loss of life since people in the bus would have been 
protected from attacks from the side of the road and 
people on the routes from attacks from the buses, both of 
which are regular occurrences after rallies. 


“In the light of the state president instituting inquiries 
into various incidents in the Transvaal, we think that an 
inquiry of this kind in Natal is long overdue,” the 
statement said. 


NEW NATION Interviews Archbishop Tutu 


MB1102091391 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 8-14 Feb 91 p $ 


{Interview with Archbishop Desmond Tutu by uniden- 
tified correspondent; date and place not given] 


[Text] NEW NATION [NN]: Do you think that Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk has done enough so far? 


Tutu [T]: He has done a very great deal, though not 
enough. 


I want to praise him very warmly for removing some of 
the most obnoxious pillars of apartheid, the Group Areas 
Act and the Land Acts but he has not done enough in the 
sense that he has rejected the call for a constituent 
assembly for drawing up the constitution, he has rejected 
the call for an interim government and of course he has 
said absolutely nothing about the security situation and 
we know that there are death squads whi~h have helped 
to foment violence. 


NN: After De Klerk’s announcement last week it does 
look now as though both the European Community and 
the U.S. are about to lift sanctions. Is that the right move 
at this moment? 


T: The United States would not be able to fulfil the 
conditions laid down in their legislation at the present 
time because one of the conditions is the release of all 
political prisoners. 


And that is one other omission remarkable in De Klerk’s 
speech, that he did not speak about an amnesty for 
political prisoners and exiles. I know that there is going 
to be a rush to want to reward him, but how do we 
actually get to the situation of dealing with negotiations 
in a way that gives satisfaction to the majority of the 
people because at the present time it appears that the 
Government wants to be a player and also the referee. 
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They have an unfair advantage over all the other people 
who would be involved in the negotiat’i:n process. 


NN: What can the Church do at this very moment? What 
role can it play? 


T: Yes, we have a role to play in helping in the reconcil- 
iation of our people here and to preach tolerance among 
our people now and in the new South Africa. We will 
encourage Christians to join trade unions and civic 
budies in order to take Christian values to the workers 
and the community. 


You may recall that even the surprising gathering in 
Rustenburg had as one of its declarations the fact that a 
new constitution ought to be drawn up by a body that 
was clearly representative of all the people of South 
Africa. 


It also called on the South African Government to 
negotiate with all relevant parties so that the interim 
arrangements would be acceptable to the bulk of the 
people. You may have noticed that he spoke about doing 
something to the Population Registration Act and setting 
up an interim arrangement. We do not know what details 
of these are, and it appears to me at this point that he 
wants to retain a race-based structure and that we reject 
out of hand. 


NN: Could the Church be more active? The Churches 
have always taken such a strong stand against apartheid 
and you were marching last week, could you actually do 
even more? 


T: Well we are hoping that we could continue in the role 
of facilitator. 


We would like to be able to say to all those who are involved 
in the political process: here are some factors that you could 
take into account. And of course as you know I called for a 
summit and we held a summit of Black political leaders in 
Bishopscourt precisely because as the Church we are seeking 
to help oil the wheels so that the negotiation process does 
actually get underway quite rapidly. 


NN: How far do you think the country has come in the 
last twelve months? 


T: We have been on a kind of roller coaster ride. 
February 2 last year and this February | were just 
incredible days and De Klerk was quite extraordinary in 
the initiatives that he undertook and one is almost left 
speechless in seeking to commend him for what he did. 


And of course when Nelson Mandela came out of prison 
we were all quite agog in the seventh heaven of delight 
and it looked like we were really on to a new dispensa- 
tion that was going to happen fairly rapidly. Then we 
were brought very firmly and rudely to terra firma by the 
violence that escalated. 


NN: What do you think brought about the change in the 
National Party's doctrine of apartheid? 
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T: Yes, I believe we ought not to underrate what happens 
as a kind of chemistry between people. 


1 am certain that the encounter that Government people 
had with Mandela must have been a very crucial factor 
in determining what they were going to do because they 
expected to find someone who was consumed by bitter- 
ness and hatred and anger, and I think they were shocked 
to discover just how magnanimous, how forgiving, how 
humane he was. 


NN: How would you evaluate your role and that of your 
colleagues in the Church leading up to those changes? 


T: It was important that the Church was around at a time 
when many of our political and community organisa- 
tions were proscribed, banned, restricted and many of 
our leaders were either in jail, in exile or banned. When 
they ban a rally then we in Church would say, come and 
have a Church service. And since South Africa claimed 
to be a Christian country we took advantage of even that 
amount of space and they must have had to think twice 
about taking action against the Church. 


NN: What is your opinion of De Klerk? Do you think 
that he has the courage and also the stamina to pursue 
this initiative to its logical conclusion? 


T: There is no doubt he has been courageous. I mean can 
we imagine P.W. Botha getting up and saying he was 
unbanning the ANC [African National Congress] and the 
Communist Party when he was aware of what he was 
going to be getting from the right wing. i think he is 
courageous. 


NN: During the eighties a lot of people levelled accusa- 
tions at you: the political priest, power-hungry? 


T: Some people have got a little upset that in fact | was 
true to my work, that I would now take a far lower 
profile, that we were not sceing ourselves as rivals to our 
political leaders and those who saw their own vocation as 
being in the political sphere. 


Our role is going to be thoroughly political, but not party 
political. You see we have kept saying we reject the false 
dichotomies as between politics and religion. That for us 
religion is completely comprehensive. God is a God who 
is Lord of all life. We want to be able to say to whoever 
is going to run this country, “thus said the Lord.” 


And that is why we refuse to align ourselves with any one 
party. We are not any party at prayer. We are those who 
say, if something is wrong, whoever perpetrates it must 
be told that it is wrong. 


NN: What about tolerance, political tolerance? 


T: We did in this summit, as an example, want to talk 
about a code of conduct. The South African Council of 
Churches proposed a code of conduct to the political 
organisations. 
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Let us remember of course that South Africa has never 
really had a culture of tolerance. The Government and 
those who supported it were prepared to use any method 
to eliminate those who were opposing them and so 
people have, as it were, assimilated that kind of attitude 
that when someone disagrees with you, ipso facto that 
person is your enemy. And the only thing you do with an 
enemy 1s to eliminate them. 


And we in the Churches are saying we want to help 
cultiva’e this culture of tolerance; that if we are looking 
to establish a democratic dispensation, then the essence 
of democracy is that people have a range of options 
which they mus’ be free to choose from. 


NN: What is your view on the All-Party Congress? 


T: I think it has difficulties. How many people are going 
to be represented? How are you going to have the 
representation? That would be one thing. Who calls it 
and who is going to be the chairperson? Who sets up the 
agenda, and what is its authority? I am not overkeen 
unless it is that people are wanting 10 discuss it in a very 
generalised way. | would say what we require at this stage 
in our country is a mechanism that determines what is 
the actual support that each of these parties has in the 
communities. 


20 Feb Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB2002120391 


(Editorial Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


Call for Details of “Strategic Stockpiles’—Finance Min- 
ister Barend du Plessis has “a fat wallet hidden in his 
back pocket,” claims a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 February. “Hidden in 
that wallet are the monies in the National Supplies 
Procurement Fund, the Central Energy Fund, and the 
certificates of ownership of the oil and other strategic 
stockpiles we have built up over the years.” BUSINESS 
DAY believes vast amounts of money are needed for 
socio-economic projects and the stockpiles of cash and 
goods “are as good a way as any of funding them.” 
Although the finance minister may be “reluctant to go 
into detail at this stage” he should not, like a company 
director, “be allowed to keep assets hidden from his 
shareholders.” 


SOWETAN 


U.S. To Go to War ‘To Save Face’—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 20 February in a page 6 
editorial says Iraq's Saddam Husayn is under “extreme 
pressure” to accept the Soviet-sponsored withdrawal 
plan to avoid an im«ninent ground war. Husayn will have 
to “swallow his pride, at considerable political cost to 
him worldwide.” But the United States “might not have 
to make much sacrifice in the current developments.” 
The war has cost the United States “a great deal of 
money and caused large sections of that population a lot 
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of anguish. President George Bush has also laid his 
personal reputation on the line by going to war. He also 
involved his country and members of the United 
Nations in monumental political and financial prob- 
lems. It seems almost as if America will have to go to 
war, if only to save face and also deal with Saddam 
Husayn.” 


CITY PRESS 


ANC-Government Accord Paves Way for Negotia- 
tions—Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 17 


February in a page 8 editorial says the accord reached by 
the ANC and government this week “has finally paved 
the way for negotiations to start in earnest.” By aggreeing 
to abandon plans for a private army the ANC will “now 
have a firm platform” from which to demand that 
organizations like the Afrikaner Resistance Movement, 
the Order of the Boer Nation, and others do the same. 
CITY PRESS believes South Africans “should be 
grateful that we have the capable leadership of Nelson 
Mandela and F.W. de Klerk.” Without them the country 
would “still be locked in a stalemate.” 
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Mozambique 


Army’s Frelimo Party Structures To Be Dismantled 


4B 1702120291 Maseru Domestic Service 
in English 1130 GMT 17 Feb 91 


[Text] A meeting between President Joaquim Chissano 
and scnior Mozambican Army officers has ended with 
calls for an end to the ruling Frelimo [Mozambique 
Liberation Front] Party’s influence within the security 
forces. 


The decision to end this influence was taken in view of 
the latest political changes in that country which allow 
for the formation of a multiparty system. All Frelimo 
Party structures inside the Mozambican Army will now 
be dismantled, but no detailed timetable was given. 


Beira Security Forces Kill Child During Riot 


MB1902140891 Maputo Domestic Service _ 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] One child was killed and three other people were 
wounded yesterday afternoon in Beira city when mem- 
bers of the Defense and Security Forces [FDS] tried to 
disperse a group of demonstrators near the governor's 
palace in Sofala Province. The more than 40 demonstra- 
tors included soldiers demobilized from the Mozam- 
bique Armed Forces within the framework of the 
ongoing reorganization process. 


The demonstrators gathered early in the morning in 
front of the office of the provincial governor and 
appointed two of their comrades to present their prob- 
lems to the supreme leader of Sofala Province. The group 
could only be received in the afternoon. A communique 
from the office of the provincial governor received at our 
newsdesk says that the demonstrators had already been 
received by their own superiors on previous occasions 
during which they demanded payment of their salaries in 
arrears and the creation of conditions to enable them to 
return to their places of origin. The communique points 
out that the demonstrators were paid part of the salaries 
in arrears, including the 13th month bonus check. 


In reply to the demonstrators’ demands, Governor Fran- 
cisco Masquil assured the two representatives of the 
group that the provincial military command would orga- 
nize transportation as soon as possible to send them to 
their original homes together with their families. As for 
the salaries in arrears, Francisco Masquil assured them 
that the money would be paid after they had been 
resettled, keeping in mind that the demonstrators come 
from different areas. 


Unhappy with the information provided, the group of 
demonstrators marched toward the governor’s official 
palace intending to gate-crash it and cause disturbances. 
In view of this, FDS elements protecting the palace were 
forced to fire their weapons into the air in an attempt to 
disperse the agitators. The latter wore civilian clothes 
and could not be distinguished from the local residents. 
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As shots were fired to restore order and security, three of 
the agitators were wounded and a child was killed. 


The communique issued by the office of the Sofala 
provincial governor conveys its heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family. 


Minister Says Multiparty Elections To Be Held 


MB1602174891 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Mozambican Foreign Affairs Minister Pascoal 
Mocumbi has affirmed that multiparty elections will be 
held in Mozambique even if Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] does not agree to stop violence. 


The Mozambican foreign affairs minister said this at a 
meeting with Commonwealth experts who attended a 
seminar in Maputo on multiparty elections in Mozam- 
bique. Foreign Minister Pascoal Mocumbi reaffirmed 
the Mozambican Government’s intention to continue 
working for peace in the country. 


The Commonwealth team is led by (Carlos Dunda), legal 
adviser to the Commonwealth Technical Assistance 
Group. He praised the Mozambican Government’s 
openness concerning national democratization and 
[words indistinct]. 


Namibia 


16 Feb Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB1602102391 


[Editorial Report} 


TIMES OF NAMIBIA 


Important To Avoid ‘Suspicions’ in Politics—‘‘The 
absconding of seven treason trialists raised a number of 
questions which have to be answered urgently,’ notes 
Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA in English on 11 
February in a page 2 editorial. “Were the police negligent 
or a party to the absconding of the treason trialists? Until 
we have public answers to these questions, the suspicion 
will remain. These are times in which suspicions cannot 
be allowed: A whiff of suspicion is enough to keep alive 
rumours of coups, in a political atmosphere in which too 
many Namibians would like to grab at rumours to 
suspend the guarantees afforded by the Constitution.” 


Criticism of ‘Independent’ Government Newspaper—A 
second editorial on the same page warns of a new 
‘tentacle of the “independent” government media’: A 
weekly newspaper, NEW ERA, will be put onto the 
streets by foreign newsmen before the first anniversary 
of independence.‘ "The intended ‘newspaper’ will aim 
at commercialisation—plain speaking, we can expect it 
to be kept alive by government-sponsored ads. Its even- 
tual aim would be self-financing—in plain speaking, 
when it is proved that government-sponsored ads can 
not only keep it alive, but sustain the ‘newspaper’. 
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‘Lack of Healthy Realism’ at Investors Conference— 
“There was a lack of healthy realism at the recent 
Investors Conference—although the public servants kept 
their accounts concise and to the point,” observes 
TIMES OF NAMIBIA on 12 February in a page 2 
editorial. Nothing “showed up our investment priority 
on the world scale as did the fact that not a single 
delegation came from Hong Kong. More than anywhere 
in the world, money from Hong Kong is chasing invest- 
ment possibilities anywhere in the world.” “Where did 
we go wrong? That can perhaps be determined by a 
follow-up conference, on the condition that we this time 
round acknowledge our limitations.” 


Zimbabwe 


ANC’s Mandela Stops Over in Harare on Way Home 


MB1902155091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1533 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Harare Feb 19 SAPA—Negotiations between the 
South African Government and the African National 
Congress [ANC], or any other black opposition group, 
have not yet begun, ANC Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela stressed in Harare on Tuesday [19 February], 
after two hours of talks with Zimbabwe's President 
Robert Mugabe. 


Mr Mandela had given Mr Mugabe a two-hour briefing 
on his way home during a stop-over from Gabon and 
Congo, where he had spent two days in each country, 
reported ZIANA national news agency. 


He told reporters at the Harare International Airport 
that, despite the Groote Schuur and Pretoria meetings 
between the ANC and the SA [South African] Govern- 
ment, obstacles to negotiations remained. 


“As far as the question of negotiations is concerned, that 
process has not yet started. The two summits between 
the ANC and the government have been concerned with 
removal of obstacles, some of which have been removed. 


“But there are two obstacles which make it impossible to 
start negotiations—the return of exiles and release of 
political prisoners,” he said. 


In addition to the two issues, there was need to repeal 
security legislation, which, despite the unbanning of 
political parties, impeded free political activities. 


According to Mr Mandela, the first step to negotiations 
would concern itself with establishment of a body to 
discuss the country’s new constitution. “But we cannot 
enter that stage until all the obstacles have been 
removed,” he said. 


Mr Mandela also said some steps had been taken 
towards unity among black organisations. 


The ANC had held preliminary discussions with the Pan 
Africanist Congress which would be followed by meet- 
ings of both organisations’ national executives. 
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Several meetings had been held with the Azanian Peo- 
ple’s Organisation. 


Although the meeting with the Inkatha Freedom Party 
was concerned with ending violence between the two 
organisations, Mr Mandela said the two sides had also 
discussed the closing of the gap between them. 


“There is therefore progress for blacks to speak with one 
voice,” he said. 


ANC Representative on Location of Trial Witness 


MB1502154291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1443 GMT 15 Feb 91 


[Text] Harare Feb 15 SAPA—The African National 
Congress [ANC] in Zimbabwe said on Friday it had no 
idea of the whereabouts of Gabriel Mekgwe, a key 
witness in the trial of Winnie Mandela :eported to have 
sneaked out of South Africa and to be in Zimbabwe. 


ANC chief representative to Zimbabwe Mr Max 
Mlonyeni said on Friday his organisation knew nothing 
about Mr Mekgwe’s whereabouts, adding the whole 
matter was probably “‘a big hoax”’. 


“No-one at our office knows anything about this 
person,” he told ZIANA National News Agency. 


Mr Mlonyeni speculated that under the circumstances, 
the man had probably left South Africa wihout a visa and 
the authorities in Zimbabwe would have inquired about 
this and probably contacted him. 


He “doubted very much” whether it was true that Mr 
Mekgwe had escaped from South Africa and said the 
“whole thing is bizarre”’. 


Asked if the ANC would have helped Mr Mekgwe, if he 
had sought assistance from the organisation, Mr 
Mlonyeni replied: ““This guy is South African and, 
because the ANC is a humanitarian organisation, I 
would have evaluated the matter on humanitarian 
grounds and, if it warranted help, yes I would have 
helped him in any way”. 


The trial of Winnie Mandela was postponed to March 6 
in Johannesburg on Thursday to allow the state to look 
for Mr Mekgwe. 


Initial reports on Mr Mekgwe’s disappearance suggested 
he had been kidnapped so that he would not testify 
against Mrs Mandela. 


A man claiming to be Mr Mekgwe reportedly telephoned 
SAPA and THE CITIZEN in Johannesburg, saying he 
had left South Africa voluntarily for Zimbabwe and 
would testify against Mrs Mandela and her three co- 
accused anywhere except in South Africa, because he 
feared for his life. 
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Benin 


Kerekou Announces Presidential Candidacy 16 Feb 


AB1602212891 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 2000 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] The | 5th presidential candidate has just taken 
position at the starting block. President Mathieu 
Kerekou has joined the race for his own succession. 
Clement Wenotin, during an official statement this after- 
noon, did Mathieu Kerekou announce his candidacy? 


[Wenotin] Yes Francois Bosso. President Kerekou chose 
as his venue the Hotel PLM Aldjo with all its symbolic 
significance. Candidate Kerekou found his way back to 
the venue of the National Conference to announce his 
candidacy—an idea and a way of identifying himself 
with the historic consensus obtained last year at the same 
Aledjo. 


In his statement before the local and foreign press, and 
particularly after the expression of support by former 
members of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin 
{[PRPB]—who literally took the seats of this meeting hall 
by storm—President Kerekou dwelt at length on the 
achievements of the Conference of Active Forces of the 
Nation and, definitely, on his attitude. For 11 months 
the entire people can bear witness that I did not retract 
my commitment to abide by the decisions of this con- 
ference, and I feel at ease at the side of the chairman of 
the High Council of the Republic and the prime minister 
in conducting this transition period, Mathieu Kerekou 
observed. 


This transitior. or at least the semipresidential formula, 
seems to be doing well for the head of state, since 
candidate Kerekou’s first task if elected will be to 
embark on a procedure for amending the Constitution to 
make provision for a prime minister as head of govern- 
ment. His administration will bear the characteristics of 
a government of na.ional unity embracing the major 
political organizations or the key opposition figures. His 
program will be based on an intensive economic 
recovery effort with particular emphasis on the welfare 
aspects. We will do our utmost to ensure that the welfare 
phase of our structural adjustments are better executed, 
candidate Kerekou promised. 


Today the former PRPB leader calls for the support of all 
the Beninese people. My (?party) belongs to the entire 
people of Benin, he said. He intends, to draw from his 18 
years of experience as head of Benin and from the 
political maturity he acquired in the process, as well as 
the skills secured from his career in the Army, in order to 
rule once more. [passage omitted] 
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Delivers Candidacy Address 


AB1702160591 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 1930 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Statement by President Mathieu Kerekou before local 
and foreign reporters in Lome on 16 February— 
recorded] 


[Excerpts] Beninese men and women, by the monumental 
will of the Almighty, who controls and directs governments 
as well as our personal and collective destinies, and thanks 
to his immeasurable indulgence, the course of our country’s 
history, which seemed to be heading dangerously toward 
impasse and chaos, was miraculously (?redirected) from 19 
to 28 February 1990 with the Active Forces of the Nation 
Conference. This conference put our country on the road to 
democratic renewal with hope and bright prospects of a 
really new era. 


Will we be able to maintain our course and continue our 
forward march without yielding to the many easy temp- 
tations of the forces of backwardness without straying 
from the road of national reconciliation, the road of 
rallying the country’s entire people, and the road of 
collective effort to build our young nation? Such is the 
crucial question which appeals to our conscience with an 
ever mounting urgency as we approach the crucial period 
of presidential elections when we will be called upon to 
exercise our duty freely and responsibly. 


While conducting the formal closing ceremony of the 
national conference on 28 February 1990, we pro- 
claimed to the Beninese people and to the whole world 
our solemn commitment to realistically implement all 
the decisions of these historic deliberations that conse- 
crated the advent of democratic renewal and paved the 
way for a new legitimacy in our country, Benin. Since 
then, each day, we have rallied beside the High Council 
of the Republic [HCR], and the transitional government 
in executing all that duty commands without wasting 
time, without prejudice, and without ulterior motives in 
ensuring a smooth and unimpeded transition period. 


[passage omitted] 


Now that all the political, legal, and administrative 
conditions have been created to enable us to tackle the 
decisive stage of the institutional changes stipulated by 
the Constitution, which was adopted by a referendum on 
2 December 1990 and now that intentions have been 
expressed within or outside political organizations 
regarding the upcoming presidential elections, the time 
has come for us to break the silence and make our 
position known [applause] to all the Beninese who 
wonder, not without worry, what the future of our young 
nation will be. As a matter of fact, today the general 
enthusiam generated by the introduction of a true mul- 
tiparty system seems to have given way to doubt and 
uncertainty in the face of the imbroglio engendered by 
the emergence and proliferation of political desires, 
which have in turn engendered the specter of division, 
explosion, ruin, and desolation held over country, but 
this peril is not fatal. It can and must be averted. 
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Fully conscious of our duty to preserve social peace, 
political stability, national unity, and cohesion; anxious 
to safeguard the nation’s territorial integrity and guar- 
antee the working, consolidating, and continuing demo- 
cratic renewal which we have initiated together; firmly 
committed to contributing to rallying all creative forces 
and energies to continue the challenging task of nation 
building and economic recovery, we have decided to 
solicit the trust and [word indistinct] of the Beninese 
people in order to be elected president on 10 March 
1991. [applause] 


In so doing, we are convinced that our call will be heard 
nationwide, as far as the mos. remote hamlets, because 
we know that the contract of reciprocal political trust 
which closely binds us, draws its strength and solidity 
from the test of time and the profound and unchangeable 
attachment that we owe our dear, common fatherland, 
the Republic of Benin. [passage omitted] 


The ability of the future president of the Republic to 
fully meet this noble and demanding task of ensuring the 
harmonius development of our history as a nation con- 
stitutes, in our view, the only true guarantee for shielding 
our new institutional system against the potential risks of 
derailment and mistrusts of the Beninese democracy, 
which generates so much hope yet is still so fragile, 
nonetheless, because of its background and brief exist- 
ence. 


The experience gained in the course of our career enables 
us to state, without false modesty, that with everyone's 
cooperation and assistance, we can guarantee continuity 
in change [applause] and we can loyally and faithfully 
serve the best interest of the nation by pursuing, effi- 
ciently and successfully, our reform policy with honor 
and dignity. We speak with conviction, especially by 
virtue of the fact that having followed all that was said 
about the government of the People’s Revolution Party 
of Benin [PRPB] prior to, during, and after the national 
conference with special attention, we know henceforth 
what stand to take [applause] in conducting public 
affairs, whether we are talking of management and 
leadership of government, law and order in the operation 
of state institutions, protecting personal and collective 
freedoms, or the credibility of officials at all levels. 


In other words, if the voting on 10 March upholds our 
candidacy, we will execute our mandate by strictly 
abiding by the Constituion, constantly exploring con- 
sensus, and remaining faithful to the spirit of consulta- 
tion, tolerance, reconciliation, and national concord. In 
this respect and with a broad-based consultation with all 
political parties, personalities, dignitaries, and all men of 
goodwill, we will form a representative government of 
national unity [applause] based on the existing political 
body whose membership will be selected considering the 
requirements of interregional balance and according to 
the criteria of efficiency, readiness to serve, experience, 
and effectiveness. 
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The main thrust of this government of national unity 
action program, based on the blueprint adopted by the 
Active Forces of the Nation Conference, will be eco- 
nomic recovery through rationally implementing our 
structural adjustment program. Here, government will 
focus essentially on institutional and structural reforms 
which should, with the dynamic role of the private 
sector, realize the major economic and social! balances, 
particularly through gradually solving thorny and preoc- 
cupying problems of unemployment and absorbing or 
rehabilitating young unemployed graduates in the labor 
force. In any case, the social dimension of adjustment 
will always be taken into account in all measures and 
decisions intricately linked with the objectives of eco- 
nomic recovery. 


The positive results sought can only be obtained in a 
sociopolitically relaxed climate and in an atmosphere of 
serenity and discipline. We will recommend to all trade 
union Organizations to conclude with the government, 
under auspices of the National Assembly and with the 
participation of political organizations, a national indus- 
trial truce covering the Legislature’s term of office. This 
truce will be based on a formal government commitment 
to gradually meet all the industrial claims according to a 
clearcut and realistic scheme; in other words, a scheme 
which will consider the state’s resources. [passage 
omitted] 


In the area of diplomacy, the necessary steps will be 
taken to strengthen the precious capital of friendship, 
esteem, and congeniality which link our country to the 
international community as a whole, and particularly to 
our partners of the developed countries. [passage 
omitted]. May we at this juncture remind the workers of 
the various activity sectors that our partners in develop- 
ment will not take us seriously unless we resolutely work 
to get the most out of our own effort. [passage omitted] 


Finally, we must state right now, so that all parties may 
be clear on our convictions and intentions regarding the 
cardinal issue, that before our term of office runs out, we 
will initiate the qppropriate legislative procedures after 
exhaustive consultations with the people’s representa- 
tives at the National Assembly for revising the Consti- 
tution to establish a semipresidential system of govern- 
ment. [applause] We believe that this is in line with the 
principle of which [words indistinct] logical sharing of 
power within the context of the multiparty sytem and 
will form the basis of real political stability in our 
country. We are not afraid to say so publicly and 
officially today because we are learning from what we 
have lived through since 12 March 1990. We feel at ease 
working side by side with the chairman of the High 
Council of the Republic and the prime minister. [passage 
omitted] 


Ladies and gentlemen of the press, you no longer need to 
present us to the Beninese people; they know us perfectly 
well. We know that we can count on each Beninese man 
and woman to give us, through their trust and their 
votes, the opportunity to continue to serve the nation 
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and thereby contribute to the building, the grandeur, and 
radiance of our dear, common fatherland, the Republic 
of Benin. Long live the Democratic Renewal! Long live 
Benin! Thank you. [applause] 


Multiparty Legislative Elections Held 17 Feb 


AB1702151591 Paris AFP in English 1454 GMT 
17 Feb 91 


[Text] Cotonou, Feb 17 (AFP)}—Voters in Benin went to 
the polls Sunday to elect 64 deputies to the country’s first 
multi-party parliament in 17 years. The deputies, elected 
for four years, will take over from the High Council of 
the Republic which has served as legislative body during 
the transition period since Benin’s leftwing pro-Marxist 
military regime was scrapped last March. 


No incidents were reported but turnout appeared to be 
lower in Cotonou than for the referendum last 
November on the country’s new democratic constitu- 
tion. Then the turnout reached 63.60 per cent. Adrien 
Houngbedji chairman of the opposition Democratic 
Renewal Party (PRD) criticised “irregularities” at some 
polling centres in the north where he said PRD ballots 
had not been distributed. Presidential elections are due 
on March 10 and 24. 


Elections Proceed Peacefully 


AB1802172191 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 0615 GMT 18 Feb 91 


[Text] The people of Benin went to the polls yesterday to 
elect the 64 deputies of their future National Assembly. 
Fourteen parties or party alliances took part in the 
elections. In all, 4,363 voting stations operated regularly 
and closed at 1800 [1700 GMT]. Despite some minor 
incidents of fraud or attempted fraud reported here and 
there, the elections took place peacefully without any 
major incidents. Party delegates and other foreign 
observers—French, English, and German—were able to 
monitor the the legislative elections. For example, in the 
Mono Province, voting took place without violence and 
also without great enthusiasm. The people were dis- 
turbed by the great number of voting cards of the same 
color. This affected the rate of participation. An hour to 
the closure of the stations, the average rate of participa- 
tion in several stations in the Mono Province ranged 
between 48 an 55 percent. In fact, the elections took 
place without major irregularities and the few cases 
recorded were corrected as soon as they were noticed. 


In Atlantique Province, the day went calmly and also 
without any major incident. Apart from organizational 
difficulties, ihe fear that trouble might erupt disappeared 
in Atlantique Province. It is worth saying that the rate of 
participation will not go beyond the average. Certainly 
the people did not participate massively because they 
were faced with the difficulty of choosing from among a 
multitude of lists—14 lists of practically the same color, 
lists with identical elecioral promises. This could be 
difficult for the voters, especially the illiterate ones. 
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It is worth recalling that yesterday morning, the head of 
State, the prime minister, and the chairman of the High 
Council of the Republic performed their civic duty at the 
Presidential Palace, at the Basic school, Les Cocotiers, 
and at St. Rita, respectively. During the night, some 
results arrived at the St. Rita Secondary School, where 
counting immediately began by the Ministry of Interior 
and Public Security and Terntorial Administration. On 
the whole, the the rate of participation was average. You 
will receive accurate reports in our future casts today. 


We would like to remind you that the calendar for the 
legislative elections envisages the proclamation of tem- 
porary results on 22 February 1991; filing of protests 
from 22 to 25 February 1991; the settlement of disputes 
from 26 February to | March 1991; and the final 
proclamation of the results on 2 March 1991. 


Presidential Candidate Tovoedjre on Nigeria Ties 


AB1902153491 Dakar PANA in English 1503 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Porto-Novo (Benin), 19 Feb. (NAN/ 
PANA)}—One of Benin Republic’s 16 presidential aspir- 
ants, Albert Tovoedjre, has said he will initiate a Nigeria- 
Benin commission if he won the presidential elections 
which kicks off on 10 March. The 10 March poll will 
trim the 16 runners to two candidates for the final vote 
on 24 March. 


In an interview with the NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA 
(NAN) Tuesday in Porto Novo, south eastern Benin, 
Tovoedjre said the commission would set in motion all 
transactions that touched on all aspects of life between 
the two neighboring countries. 


He said Benin Republic under him would undertake an 
action of coordination of the West African sub-regional 
economies. 


Tovoedjre, 62, a former Ilo deputy director general 
observed that one of the major problems of the country 
was inactivity of the people. He said he would initiate a 
national development volunteers corps that would 
involve youths in various projects. 


Leader of Notre Cause Commune (Our Common Cause) 
political group, Tovoedjre said he would pursue agricul- 
tural production in an attempt to enlarge the country’s 
palm oil markets and consequently, those of the regional 
market. 


Benin used to be one of the leading palm oil producers in 
the west coast. But at present only one of its eight palm 
oil mills is functional while most of its big manufacturing 
companies have been closed down. 


Economically, the country generates almost no internal 
revenue. Schools were closed for months because 
teachers were not paid, hospitals are empty and badly 
equipped while potable water remains a luxury for the 
rural population. 
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Tovoedjre said the situation we live today in our country 
resembles a veritable social tragedy. 


The errors of the beginning of our independence, he 
added, showed clearly that we must re-arrange our 
development and give priority to the essential needs of 


our people. 


Tovoedjre is a writer whose book, Poverty, the Peoples’ 
Riches, won a prize on economic life in Paris in 1980. 


Finance Minister Criticizes Soglo’s Campaigning 
AB1602103791 Cotonou Domestic Service 
in French 1930 GMT 14 Feb 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Nicephore Soglo today inspected 
the labor-intensive urban rehabilitation projects under 
way in Porto-Novo. Mr. Soglo, who was accompanied by 
many members of his government, also made a familiar- 
ization visit to the inhabitants of some localities in the 
Oueme Province, where road rehabilitation projects 
were under way, before visiting the Onigbolo Cement 
Corporation. 


During this morning’s visit, Finance Minister Idel- 
phonse Lemon, who is also a presidential candidate, was 
in the delegation. Mr. Lemon turned back and did not 
continue the visit with Nicephore Soglo. When Mr. 
Lemon returned to Cotonou, he called newsmen to his 
residence to complain bitterly about the fact that the 
prime minister's visit was campaigning, and that this 
was intolerable. Let us listen to the statement he made in 
this regard: 


[Begin Lemon recording] My dear friends, I called you to 
my residence to make a statement because our democ- 
racy is in danger. And since | fought in sorrow and 
privation for myself and my iamily so that we could 
continue to enjoy democracy, I will give no one the 
opportunity to start strangling this democracy. In my 
opinion, the struggle during this electoral period should 
not just be a political fight. It should also be a moral fight 
because the moralization of political life should not be 
just words, but must be implemented. I say a moral fight 
because it is our right—people of my generation—to 
mold a new type of (?citizen), to show our fellow citizens 
that one can be a political figure without engaging in 
telling lies, in trickery, in cheating; that one can be a 
political figure, while remaining intellectually and mor- 
ally honest. 


Like other ministers, I was invited to participate with the 
prime minister in a working tour, which seemed dubious 
in this period, but as a disciplined minister, I followed 
the prime minister to Porto-Novo. I realized that I was 
not following the prime minister, but rather candidate 
Nicephore Soglo with (‘government members). Every- 
thing was organized, and his movement's militants, 
holding their membership cards, came to welcome us 
alongside some authorities. Up to this point, I did not 
find this situation serious, but when I saw the prime 
minister making the V for victory sign, then I said that I 
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wold not take part in this masquerade and that candidate 
Idelphonse Lemon should not follow candidate Nice- 
phore Soglo on his campaign. So, I turned Sack, and I 
made it a point to make a statement because last week, 
while going to the north, I stopped over in Zou Province, 
and Interior Minister Florentin Feliho, who is a candi- 
date in that constituency, made an official visit accom- 
panied by a motorcade and everything. That is not 
normal and that is too much indeed. 


I made it a point to make this statement, and you may 
wonder: What decision will follow this statement? The 
decision I will make will not be made without meeting 
with Bishop de Souza and the head of state, Mathieu 
Kerekou. So, be expecting a decision from me in the days 
ahead. [end recording] 


Burkina Faso 


Communique on Foreign Minister's Visit to Iran 


AB1802215591 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 18 Feb 91 


[Foreign Relations Ministry communique issued in Qua- 
gadougou on 18 February] 


[Text] The minister of foreign relations, Comrade 
Prosper Vokouma, has been visiting Teheran, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, since yesterday, 17 February. 
The Burkinabe foreign minister has already held a 
working session with his Iranian counterpart, Dr. "Ali 
Akbar Velayati, and his close aides. This meeting was an 
opportunity for the two sides to review cooperation 
between Iran and Burkina Faso and examine the ways 
and means of strengthening it. They discussed in partic- 
ular the upcoming opening of our country’s resident 
embassy in Teheran. 


The program of Comrade Vokouma’s visit provides for a 
meeting with the Iranian minister for mobilization for 
reconstruction and finally an audience with His Excel- 
lency ‘Ali Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani, the president of 
the Islamic Republic of 'ran. 


General Amnesty, Interim Government Called For 


AB1802160091 Paris AFP in French 1951 GMT 
15 Feb 9’ 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 15 Feb (AFP)}—Two Burkinabe 
political parties, the Alliance for Democracy and Feder- 
ation (ADF) and the Alliance for Democracy and Social 
Development (ADDS), have issued a communique 
calling for an immediate and general political amnesty. 
ADF President Hermann Yameogo, son of the former 
first president of the country who was overthrown by the 
military, and ADDS Secretary General Etienne Traore 
explained that the amnesty should be extended to all 
statesmen who served in the various regimes since inde- 
pendence. They also called for the formation of an 
interim government comprising representatives of all 
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\erim govern- 
rrent supreme 
s) and organize 


political parties who wish to join it. Th: 
ment will replace the Popular Front | 
political institution grouping seven part 
elections. 


The ADF and the ADDS, two of the eight political 
movements that have not joined the Popular Front, also 
called for the release of all political detainees, the reha- 
bilitation and reinstatement of all Burkinabe civil ser- 
vants dismissed or summarily sent on retirement 
because of their political activities or opinions, and 
democratization of the press. 


Furthermore, they want “an end to political violence, 
especially acts of intimidation and political threats, 
administrative transfer of employees on political 
grounds or for trade union activities, to all intrigues, and 
to the destabilization of political and union organiza- 
tions.” 


Nigeria 
ECOWAS’ Bundu Hold News Conference in Lagos 


Discusses Lome Summit, Taylor Role 


AB1902174091 Dakar PANA in English 1549 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Lagos, 19 Feb. (PANA)}—One of the major break- 
thoughs of the mini-summit of West African leaders held 
in Lome recently was the agreement by Charles Taylor, 
leader of the main rebel faction in the Liberian conflict, 
to allow his troops to be confined, the executive secretary 
of ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States], Abass Bundu, said in Lagos Tuesday. He was 
briefing journalists on the outcome of last week's 
meeting of the ECOWAS permanent mediation com- 
mittee held in Togolese capital. 


Taylor heads the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) and Prince Johnson, the Independent National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL). 


Bundu said that only Johnson, and Gen. Hezekiel 
Bowen, commander of the Armed Forces of Liberia 
(AFL), made up of remnants of soldiers loyal to late 
President Samuel Doe, had agreed to the confinement of 
their troops before the convening of the mini-summit. 


The Lome summit succeeded in getting the parties to the 
conflict to sign a ceasefire agreement on 13 February, 
confining troops to positions to be determined by the 
west African peace-keeping force (ECOMOG). 


At Taylor's insistence, it also agreed that the disarming 
vf troops should take place after the convening on 15 
March in Liberia of an all-Liberian national conference, 
which is to form an interim government before the 
holding of presidential elections. The national confer- 
ence will be attended by representatives of political 
parties to the conflict and interest groups. 
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Pending the holding of a national conference, the current 
interim president, Amos Sawyer, remains at his post 
because we cannot operate in a vacuum, Bundu said. 


He conceded that Taylor, who is opposed to Sawyer’s 
position as interim president, cannot be ignored in the 
search for a lasting solution to the Liberian conflict. We 
cannot ignore Taylor. He is a factor in the equation, he 
said, urging Taylor to respect the decision taken in Lome 
that none of the leaders of the warring factions is eligible 
to head the interim government and anybody who heads 
cannot contest the presidential elections. 


Taylor cannot be a referee and a player in the same game, 
he added. 


Bundu said preparation for the holding of the national 
conference are already underway and that he would 
leave Wednesday for Freetown to hold consultations 
with delegations from the warring factions. 


On the casuality figure of the entire ECOMOG force, 
made up of troops from Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea, The 
Gambia and Sierra Leone, Bundu said it was under 60 
contrary to various figures so far advanced. He con- 
firmed that six officers of the Malian army are currently 
serving in ECOMOG pending the putting up of the rest 
of the package by Mali, adding that ECOMOG is still 
open to participation by other countries. 


The executive secretary disclosed that in line with the 
scheme of rotation of troops and personnel, ECOWAS is 
currently looking at the ECOMOG command structures. 


Maj. Gen. Joshua Dogonyaro has done an excellent job 
and when the time comes, he will have to go,‘ Bundu 
added. But his replacement is likely to be a Nigerian”. 
[quotation marks as received] 


Says ECOWAS Treaty To Be Reviewed 


AB1902185691 Kaduna Domestic Service 
in English 1700 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The treaty of the Economic Community of West 
African States, ECOWAS, is to be reviewed. The move is 
intended to identify lapses in the document. The execu- 
tive secretary of ECOWAS, Dr. Abbas Bundu, 
announced this today in Lagos at a news conference. 


A committee to review the treaty will soon be set up. Dr. 
Bundu disclosed ‘at the Protocol for the Establishment 
of ECOWAS Force will soon be presented to the organi- 
zation’s heads of government. He appealed to the war- 
ring factions in Liberia to respect the peace process and 
comply with the cease-fire agreement, pointing out that 
success will depend on their cooperation. 


; 
Views Liberian Interim Government 
AB1902174591 Dakar PANA in English 1725 GMT 
19 Feb 9] 


[Text] Lagos, 19 Feb. (NAN/PANA)}—The all Liberian 
conference slated for 15 March 1991 in Monrovia is 
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expected to elect a new interim government so as to 
instal a lasting peace, ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States] executive secretary, Dr. Abass 
Bundu, declared in Lagos Tuesday. 


Speaking at a press briefing in the Nigerian capital, 
Bundu denied that the proposed conference was meant 
to be a coup against the existing interim government 
headed by Dr. Amos Sawyer. He said the conference was 
being convened at the instance of the Liberian people so 
that a new interim government could be elected by all 
parties to the conflict. 


Charles Taylor, the leader of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL) abstained from a similar ECO- 
WAS-sponsored conference in Banjul in August where 
Sawyer was elected the interim president in Banjul. 


Bundu said that since the ECOWAS was committed to 
peace, it has decided to convene another conference for 
the electio 1 of another interim government acceptable to 
all the pan es. 


Bundu emphasised that ECOWAS was not committed to 
any individual person but to the process of restoration of 
peace in the war-torn nation. 


He said that it was the hope and belief of ECOWAS that, 
after the conference in Monrovia, there would no longer 
be any excuse for any of the factions not to recognize the 
new interim government. He, however, pointed out that 
members of the current inierim government of Dr. 
Sawyer could still be elected into the new government if 
Liberians choose them. 


Bundu, who leaves Lagos tomorrow for ~°: town, Sierra 
Leone, disclosed that, while in that country, he will hold 
discussions with the representatives of the Taylor group 
and those of Prince Yormie Johnson on ways to ensure a 
smooth conference. 
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The ECOWAS, he said, was not trying to deprive Taylor 
of his fundamental right but only urging him to work for 
peace by converting ‘is war machine into a political 
party so that he could democraticaily lead Liberia if the 
people so wished. 


Comments on Mali ECOMOG Role 


AB1902184091 Dakar PANA in English 1804 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Texi) Lagos, 19 Feb. (NAN/PANA)—The Republic of 
Mali has begun the process of contributing troops to the 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States, ECOWAS, Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] peace- 
keeping force in Liberia, the executive secretary of 
ECOWAS, Dr. Abass Bundu, announced Tuesday in 


Lagos. 


Bundu told newsmen that Mali had despatched six army 
officers to Monrovia and was already putting the rest of 
the package together. Mali announced its intention to 
contribute troops to ECOMOG after the ECOWAS 
summit on Liberia last week in Lome, Togo. Five 
countries—Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Gambia and 
Guinea—already have troops in the sub-regional force. 


The ECOWAS secretary appealed to other West African 
countries to contribute troops and other materials to the 
force to facilitate the peace process in Liberia. 


The peace-keeping force, he said, has been mandated to 
effectively monitor the cease-fire between the warring 
factions and also to confine their troops to specific areas 
already designated by the force. 


Bundu said that the disarming of the warring factions 
would commence immediately after the election of a new 
interim government in March. He said that the decision 
to defer the disarmament till after the conference was 
one of the concessions granted to Charles Taylor by the 
mediation committee on the Liberian conflict. 
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